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HIS NEW CRE ATION “Finish, Lord, Thy new creation. . . . Changed ; 


from glory into glory... .” 


by Inez Brasier 


tae words sang through her mind following | 
the notes of the piano. “Yes, Father,” she whis- 
pered as she bowed her head, “finish Thy new crea- 
tion in my heart. Change it into Thy glory, no 
matter the cost.” 

The cost! 


Only that day she had felt so rebellious, so im- 
patient. The cherished work which was her life 
had been constantly interrupted for weeks and 
months, plans broken when near completion, with 
always the irritation of petty things. Why, oh, 
why must all one’s days so often be like this? 

This is not a new question born of these modern 
times of deepest misery and shadowed ways. 
Isaiah knew it seventeen centuries ago, and the 
Lord’s answer to him was “I will purely purge away 


thy dross, and take away all thy tin.” It is the 
® winds through the woods which strengthen the 
trees. There is no true character growth without 
these elements that toughen the spiritual fiber of 
the soul. 
John Wesley sometimes longed to escape the 


constant troubles and persecutions connected with 
his great work of preaching to thousands in the © 
open fields of England, to find even a short release 
from the shepherding of those poor who so needed | 
his ministrations, but his sense of duty would not 
allow it. “My soul would melt away in such sun- 
shine,” he told others. To him it was not ease 
but sturdy character that mattered. 


I once watched ore from iron mines unloaded on 
the docks of a great inland city. Soon that ore, 
burning fiercely until all the worthless slag drained 
away beyond the furnace, would flow in a molten 
stream down the channels dug for it that it might 


* 
harden into crude iron. Then it would be taken 
by fast freight across the country to great fur- 
naces which would further refine it until it could 
be shaped for the service of man. 


So our Father deals with us. He removes the 
imperfections from our characters and then, on 
the wheel of his design, he shapes our lives to his 
use. Perhaps trials and even the small irritations 
come to each as conditions for a successful life. 
They are God’s polishing wheels. 

As the clay is in the hands of the potter, it is for 
us to be pliant in the Master Potter’s hands. It is 
for us to acknowledge the irritations, the hard 
trials, as but part of God’s refining process. It 
is for us to accept the interruptions for they are 
of his long plan for us. And when we have learned 
to do this cheerfully, patiently, he will change us 
“from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our 
place, till we cast our crowns before Thee, lost 
in wonder, love, and praise.” 


“Finish, Lord, Thy new creation.” 
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Church and Home — Houses o 


Both Are God’s Gifts, a Divine Partnership 


by Ross M. Willis 


Pastor, Park Avenue Christian Church 
East Orange, New Jersey 


ROM the moment Jesus of 

Nazareth left the household 
of his immediate family and set 
out to reveal his Heavenly Father 
to the families of mankind, the 
church, the family and the home 
have been intricately bound to- 
gether. 


From a family relationship so 
close that it included kindred 
love plus an occupational partner- 
ship, Jesus called James and 
John from the fishing boat of 
their father, Zebedee (Mark 1:19- 
20). 

After speaking in the syna- 
gogue at Capernaum, Jesus with- 
drew to the home of Peter and 
Andrew where he not only min- 
istered to Peter’s mother-in-law 
but to “the whole city that 
gathered about the door” (Mark 
1:29-34). Into the home of a 
humble Roman centurian Jesus 
went to heal a slave (Matt. 8: 
5-13). 

In the homes of high govern- 
ment officials where Jesus dined 
(Luke 14:1-6); in the home of 
Mary and Martha where he found 
fellowship and rest (Luke 10:38- 
42); in that home in Capernaum 
where a paralytic was lowered 
to him through the roof (Mark 2: 
1-12); in the home of Zacchaeus 
where Jesus helped a thief ex- 
amine his own life (Luke 19:1- 
10); in the Bethany home of 
Simon the leper where he was 
annointed by a woman who 
wished to demonstrate her de- 


4 (548) 


votion (Mark 14:3-9); and in 
that home in the village of 
Emmaus where Jesus revealed 
his risen self (Luke 24:13-35); 
in homes like these Jesus min- 
istered with some of his most 
profound teaching which trans- 
formed lives, opened new areas 
of being never before thought 
possible, and challenged those 
who heard him with the truth 
of God’s way. 


Truly, many homes scattered 
over the Galilean countryside 
played a vital part in the mission 
of our Lord. 

After the disciples were left 
alone to carry on the earth- 
shaking movement their Lord 
began, the holy union between 
the home and their mission re- 
mained. 

What was there about these 
two institutions that bound them 
together so strongly? One basic 
factor that has caused the history 
of the home and the church to be 
interwoven with so many cross- 
ing strands is that both are 
households built by God. 


One need not labor to establish 
the church as a household of 
God. For the Church, as it was 
suggested by Christ and estab- 
lished by the apostles who sought 
to fulfill his challenges, has al- 
ways been a household of God. 

Jesus’ continual reference to 
God as “Father”; Paul’s sugges- 
tion that a man ought to love 
his wife as Christ loved the 


THE CHRISTIAN 


Church; the feeling of union 
which bound early Christians to- 


gether with inseparable ties; 
these testify that the early 
church sought every possible 


symbol to speak plainly about 
the church as a household of God. 
And that immortal Ephesian 
letter which gave early Chris- 
tians the welcome news that they 
are, “no longer strangers and 
sojourners, but... are fellow 
citizens with the saints and mem- 
bers of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the chief 
cornerstone ... .”* is a climax- 
ing witness of a feeling of unity 
with Christ his followers shared 
when they looked upon the 
church as a household of God. 
Truly, since the first stages of its 
organization, the church has 
been thought of as a household 
of God. 

In like manner, the family has 
always been thought of as a 
unified household, ordained and 
established by God. From the 
records of the Old Testament we 
see the family as the important 
unit of life, and the importance 
of this unit reached new heights 
when God dwelt within the home. 

In the Old Testament, men and 
women are seldom mentioned 
without some reference being 
made to their family. The whole 





*Ephesians 2:19-20. 
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nation of Israel was thought of 
as a family unit. And the account 
is clear that as long as the family 
of Israel was a household of God, 
and did what was right in the 
sight of the Lord, Israel pros- 
pered and found great spiritual 
strength. 

With a heritage like this be- 
hind Christ and his apostles, the 
church and the family unit of the 
home could not help but be bound 
together because both were 
households of God. 

And with this as the back- 
ground for both the church and 
the home, it could only naturally 
follow that both the church and 
the home have .aways been 
thought of as gifts from God. 

That the Church is a gift from 
God is observed in that it was 
God who gave his Son and God’s 
Son who gave the Church. 

And the family is a gift from 
God. This was realized early by 
the Psalmist who wrote: ‘God 
setteth the solitary in families.” 
(Psalm 68:6). The challenge 
in both home and church is to 
recognize them as a gift from 
God and to make both home and 
church a house of God. 

There is still another reason 
why the church and the home 
have always been bound together 
with enduring ties. It is a reason 
that lies in the very nature of 
the leadership and direction of 
the church and the family. For 
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the leadership and the direction 

of the home and the church must 

both be of the same type. 
William Robinson, in his, book 


The Biblical Doctrine of the 
Church has summed this up well 
when he wrote: 


The Church is neither a de- 
mocracy nor an autocracy, and 
authority is never judicial. The 
Church is a family, and those 
who have pastoral authority 
in the Church exercise it in the 
manner of oversight (episcope) 
and this is as true of the 
original apostles as of those 
to whom authority was dele- 
gated by them.! 


Indeed, the leadership of the 
church and the home and family 
must be synonymous. For just 
as the church cannot always do 
the will of the people but must 
surely govern its actions by the 
will of God, so neither can the 
family always govern its actions 
by a majority vote or disaster 
could arise. 

Yet, at the same time, neither 
can the church nor the family be 
an autocracy. Both the church 
and the family must have pasto- 
ral oversight by those chosen 
to give such guidance, and those 
who lead must continually look 
to God for their leadership and 
guidance. Because both church 





1William Robinson, The Biblical 
Doctrine of the Church (St. Louis: 
The Bethany Press, 1955), p. 168. 


and home have been created by 
God, both church and home must 
be led by his divine will. 

Further, because the church 
and the home are both gifts of 
God, both the church and the 
family are bound together by God. 
It is God who is the uniting tie 
in both church and home. Around 
his presence must decisions be 
made, love given, hopes shared, 
desires expressed. Around God’s 
abiding presence in both home 
and church must we come to 
speak to him, find his will and 
his way for our lives. 

And when this is done, another 
great quality of both church and 
home will be made known in our 
lives. It is the quality of the 
strength of God that can and 
must exist in both church and 
home. For when God’s presence 
is known in the church and the 
home then a strength comes with 
that presence that will enable 
the church or home to surmount 
crises, face illness, conquer death, 
oppose outside influences and de- 
sires, and establish a union of 
strength that will make that 
church or home victorious with 
Christian love. 

In the history of Christianity 
the church and the home have 
been inseparable. They have been 
inseparable because both church 
and home are gifts of God; both 
are households of God; both exist 
and function on the love of God 
and the love God has given us to 
share with others. Both the 
church and home exist of those 
bound together by God and both 
the church and home are filled 
with those who are strengthened 
by God. 

Now as we have looked at both 
the church and the home, we 
have deliberately tried to use this 
word family as little as possible. 
For the word family implies a 
plurality that may or may not 
be true. For, whether the home 
consists of a family, or whether 
of just one, our faith and the 
history of the Christian Church 
tell us that the church and the 
home are both gifts from God 
and that God’s presence must and 
can be seen and felt in both. 
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With Hands, Head and Heart 


The following thoughts were first born 
more than twenty years ago, while the 
editor was in the hospital, recovering from 
an appendectomy. They have never been 
written down until now, and the permission 
of the subject of the essay has not been 
secured. He is now retired, and deserving 
of the change of status. 

The essay is presented here, on Rural Life 
Sunday, as a tribute to all rural people, and 
to help us all appreciate the holiness of the 
soil. 


Y BROTHER is a farmer. He is a good 

farmer. He works hard. This is a 
requisite for any who would accomplish 
what is to be done, but especially for a 
farmer. 

He works with his hands. 
hands find to do, he does. And there is so 
much to do! It may surprise city dwellers 
to know that the ‘‘chores” are not considered 
“work.” There was a day when he and his 
good wife milked seven cows by hand, fed 
sixty hogs, a dozen cattle, several horses and 
several hundred chickens before breakfast. 
Then they started to “work.” 

The mechanized farm does not operate 
itself. The days are no shorter. They just 
added a few hundred more chickens. 

My brother is a farmer. He works with 
his head. It is nearly eight months from 
the day the first furrow is broken until the 
last ear of corn is in the crib. It takes more 
than hard work to handle a schedule like 
that. 

The soil isn’t very good. It takes thought- 
ful fertilizing and planned rotation of crops 
to produce and not wear out the ground 
completely. Fortunately, hybrid seed and 
the results of experimentation are available. 
But a lot of people still don’t care much 
about farming “by the book.” By using his 
head, he is succeeding. 

My brother is a farmer. 
his heart. That’s really what makes his life 
a success. Other men are stronger and can 
conceivably do more physical labor. He is 
not a graduate of an agricultural college, 
so there are others who understand the 
science of farming better. 

Few men have a greater heart. He is a 
deeply religious man. He believes that “the 


Whatever his 


He works with 


earth is the Lorp’s and the fulness thereof.” 
(Psalm 24:1.) He rejoices in what he and 
the Lord together can do with the good 
earth. 

One day we were standing on his front 
porch while he recounted what had been 
done to enrich the soil and restore it since 
our boyhood days. There was still so much 
to do, he said. 

We remarked that he would be dead by 
the time he had accomplished all his hopes 
for conservation of the land. He replied, 
“Well, I want to leave it better than I found 
at. 

There is the secret. Hands and head only 
implement what his heart dictates. This is 
why he is a good farmer. 


A Modifying Adjective 


E HAVE plenty of discussions about 
W the meaning and use of the word “Chris- 
tian.’”’ When it is used to designate a person, 
it sometimes merely distinguishes one from 
the Moslem and the Hindu, when it should 
connote both a conviction and a way of life. 

The use of the word in “Christian Family 
Week” makes it a modifying adjective. It 
is supposed to indicate a certain kind of 
family, with easily discernible characteris- 
tics. 

A “week” of emphasis on the family prob- 
ably indicates our concern for a lack of 
family spirit. With the adjective “Christian” 
in the phrase, we have a full message. 
Something is wrong with the family. If it 
were Christian, we would be on the way to 
a solution of the wrongness, whatever it is. 

The above musings have not been checked 
with those responsible for setting our at- 
tention in the direction of Christian Family 
Week. It is possible, however, that they 
could be the background for the plans. 

How would a Christian family live? Could 
you distinguish between it and others in the 
neighborhood? If the family is a basic unit 
in society, it should be the starting point 
for a lot of social changes. If the neighbors 
watched your family for a while, would it 
engender any changes thereabouts? 

These are some questions that might be 
raised at the beginning of the week. 
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The 


RECOVERY of FAMILY LIFE 


Nome Christian Concerns About the Basic Unit of the Church 


by Bruce Poundstone 


Adapted from an address deliv- 
ered at Central Christian Church, 
Lexington, Ky., by Professor 
Poundstone. 


ECENTLY I received two 
letters from members of my 
immediate family in the same 
mail. Both were short, obviously 
written in haste. 

I recall that the next day I 
wrote a three-line letter to an- 
other relative. There wasn’t much 
to that letter, either. The real 
truth is that I didn’t write the 
last letter at all. I asked my 
secretary to do it for me and I 
put it in the envelope. 

Here we have a means of keep- 
ing a scattered family together 
receiving less attention than the 
time we are willing to spend 
listening to a short newscast on 
the radio. 

This reflects one of the big 
problems facing the family today 
—the matter of time. We have 
filled our homes with labor-sav- 
ing gadgets, we work fewer hours 
per day, fewer days per week, 
travel faster, live longer; but 
finding time for our families pre- 
sents an ever-increasing problem, 
not just in the area of letter- 
writing but in all realms of 
living. 

The Communist doctrine has 
been pointed to as a modern idea 
that is undermining the family. 
Yet the dangers to the family in 





Bruce Poundstone, an elder in 
Central Christian Church, Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, is the chairman of 
the department of feeds and ferti- 
lizers of the University of Ken- 
tucky’s College of Agriculture. 
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our system may be none the less 
real although they are not 
identical with those in totalitar- 
ian societies. The causes are 
different, yet the end result may 
be strikingly similar. Our homes 
today are largely a place where 
people sleep part of the night but 
all too often are anything but a 
scene of uniting experiences of 
family members. Time _ spent 
with one’s family is increasingly 
hard to come by. 

What is really lacking may be 
an appreciation of the true mean- 
ing of family and everything for 
which it stands. Regaining such 
an appreciation may lead us to 
the recovery of family life. 

The Gospels record that Christ 
made it possible to feed large 
numbers of people who were 
hungry. The true glory and mag- 
nificence attending these miracles 
is not loaves and fishes, and not 
multiplication but the compassion 
with which Christ looked upon 
the multitude. Over and over 
again it says he had compassion 
on them. 

Put compassion and multipli- 


cation together and see how thin. 


and tawdry the word multiplica- 
tion becomes beside compassion. 
Multiplication is cold, mechanical, 
trivial. Compassion is warm and 
radiant with affection. 

The real miracle, the greatest 
miracle, is that men can love one 
another. Turning to the artistic, 
educational and religious devel- 
opments of our race, how increas- 
ingly the word love looms in our 
eyes. So, as we consider the 
recovery of the family, our 


thoughts are directed not to the 
multiplication table nor the sup- 
plying of the three basic wants 
of mankind—feeding, clothing 
and housing people—but to the 
fact that the family is funda- 
mentally the place where love 
truly begins, where it is modified, 
given a chance to develop and 
grow. 

The things the family does are 
important only as this is done. 
The family moulds character as 
it creates in each child and in 
each human being as a member 
of the family the spirit of love. 

You find out about people in 
the world by living with them. 
Some might advocate that chil- 
dren can find out about people by 
living with them in other places 
and in other ways than in the 
home. But, as Elton Trueblood 
in Your Other Vocation points 
out by quoting Ray Lyman Wil- 
bur, “Children in orphanages are 
not conspicuously more fortunate 
than children in homes.” The 
home, therefore, is a place where 
we learn about people by living 
with them, the most important of 
all life’s experiences. 

But in what ways do we live 
together in the home? It is in 
the application of Christian prin- 
ciples that the home becomes an 
opportunity for a continuous ef- 
fective Christian ministry. This 
opportunity is presented in the 
home as it is presented nowhere 
else in the world. You can talk 
Christian principles in churches 
and it is highly important that 
this be done. But at most this is 
always in some degree abstract. 
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It is separate from situations in 
which most problems arise. In 
the home, as parents instruct 
their children but even more as 
children find an example in their 
parents, we see these Christian 
principles in close touch with 
reality. It is as much a matter 
of demonstration as it is mere 
advice or admonition. 

Our homes, therefore, become 
a daily demonstration for under- 
standing the Christian’s scale of 
values. The family is the only 
institution in our world where 
the kingdom of God can actually 


begin. We pray “Thy kingdom 
come, on earth as it is in 
heaven,” but the kingdom of 


God will never come by any great 
organized plan. It will come bit 
by bit; as someone has said, 
“Like little islands jutting up out 
of the sea.” 

The home is an island. If you 
can bring the kingdom of God 
to your island, if I can bring it 
onto mine and if the joy of the 
kingdom radiates to the neigh- 
bors in their homes and these 
islands increase, then some day 
the borders may join and the 
kingdom of God will have come 
on earth. We talk of peace, yet 
peace will never come to nations 
until men who govern our nations 
have been helped to find peace in 
their homes. And so family life 
become the basis of all good life 
in any century. We hear the 
expression ‘charity begins at 
home.” If I were to give a sub- 
title to this address it would be 
“Christianity begins at home.” 

I have already mentioned love 
as uppermost in home life. 
Another word that should like- 
wise be uppermost is prayer. 
Learn about prayer. Practice 
prayer regularly in the home. 
Nowhere can prayer be more 
meaningful than here. Problems 
are bound to come in every home. 
It is at such times that prayer is 
especially needed when problems 
seem insoluble on a “purely 
secular” level. The solution of 
such problems on a deeply re- 
ligious level is one of the greatest 


forces for demonstrating the 
values of prayer, and_ such 
prayer is carried outside the 


home into all areas of life. A 
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home in which there is never 
shared prayer is a building with- 
out a center of reference. This is 
because the undertaking of 
raising a family and having a 
home is inherently sacred. 

Great experiences in the home 
thus are faced in the mood of 
worship. Such family experi- 
ences must not be stilted or 
oppressive as a mere superstition, 
but prayer can come to be as 
natural as breathing and can be 
a joy to all concerned. 

Family life is a holy calling. 
As a ministry to which God has 
called us, we feel a heightened 
dignity in the work of the home. 
It seems ridiculous for our 
census to list a mother as “un- 
employed” when she spends her 
time only in the home. Viewed 
in its true light, motherhood is 
not merely a biological phenome- 
non; it is not merely dull domes- 
tic work; it is not merely a job; 
it is a holy calling. 

Everyone in the home can be 
considered a minister in his own 
right. In the city of Danielsville, 
Georgia, stands a monument in 
the public square recognizing a 
pioneer surgeon who conquered 
surgical pain. The inscription on 
the base of this statue ineludes 
this sentence, “My profession is 
to me a ministry of God.” No- 
where could this be said more 
truly than of the home. 

As a holy calling, the home 
requires careful and adequate 
preparation. Preparation is re- 
quired for any profession and if 
anyone doubts the need for prep- 
aration in the management of a 
home let him consider the 
delicate decisions which a guide 
of children must make every day, 
many of them involving genuine 
dilemmas. 

There is a wealth of material 
available for guidance and in- 
struction—not only for parents 
but for children and others in the 
home. 

One of the striking things we 
need to re-discover about family 
life is that the materials required 
are not shelves full of games and 
expensive equipment. It is the 
equipment of the heart, hand and 
head; equipment that is within 
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the reach of all of us. And it 
need cost us nothing in monetary 
terms. We understand why this 
is when we consider what these 
needs are. 

Emotional hunger has been 
said to lie at the root of most of 
life’s problems. How is this 
hunger satisfied? One authority 
provides the following list: First, 
affection, and a lot of it—real 
down-to-earth loving. 

Second, sure knowledge of be- 
longing or of being wanted in our 
family, our town, our school, our 
church, etc. 

Third, nourishment of pleasure 
that comes through the senses 
such as in color, sounds, touch, 
taste and smell. Fourth, the 
feeling of achievement, having 
the conviction that you can do 
things and know that recognition 
can be gained from others for 
what is done. Fifth—most impor- 
tant, must have acceptance and 
understanding. We must be able 
to share our thoughts and feel- 
ings with someone—or several— 
who really understands. We 
yearn to be ourselves with honest 
freedom. It is in the home and 
family circle and primarily there 
that these emotional hungers are 
first satisfied if they are ever 
really satisfied at all. 

My final point is the one used 
by Elton Trueblood in Your 
Other Vocation, Harper. Fami- 
lies exhibiting the divine pattern 
on a small scale will be anything 
but self-centered. In fact, they 
will become concerned with serv- 
ice to the world and become, 
centers of beneficence to the 
entire community. 

As such, this can be another 
chief reason for establishing a 
good home. Feelings of love and 
fellowship engendered at the cen- 
ter, represented by the home, 
move out as the spokes of a wheel 
move out from the hub, and this 
power becomes manifest at the 
rim as it comes in touch with the 
world. 

The family ministry, therefore, 
consists of making of each home 
first a demonstration of the king- 
dom of God and second the 
base for renewal in the larger 
community. 
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Soll Stewardship 
and the 
Curse of Gain 


fin Important Message for Rural Life Sunday 





“A FAITHFUL MAN SHALL ABOUND 
WITH BLESSINGS.”—PROVERBS 28:20. 


MAY 3, 1959 


by Robert H. Mills 


Bucyrus, Ohio 


Adapted from a radio broadcast on WMRN, 
Marion, Ohio. The author is a United States soil 
conservation service technician. 


HROUGHOUT the ages, man has offered hum- 

ble thanks to his Creator for the priceless gifts 
of soil, water and sunshine, which make all living 
things possible. 

In all lands, man has paused on certain days, 
or seasons of the year to remind himself of his 
sacred obligations to cherish and care for the 
Lord’s earth, which gives birth and nourishment 
to all. 

While man has often been negligent in his stew- 
ardship of the land, his shortcomings have seldom 
been deliberate. Most often they result from a 
lack of knowledge or understanding of the Divine 
laws of creation; or the absence of spiritual guid- 
ance to remind him that he is but a custodian of 
the Lord’s earth. 

With this in mind soil conservation district su- 
pervisors have encouraged people to participate 
in an observance of Rural Life Sunday, emphasiz- 
ing soil stewardship. Resource materials are pro- 
vided ministers each year in this observance. 
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Let us examine the curse of Cain, and see what 
it may mean to us in our generation. 

All of us know that Cain was cursed of God for 
the murder of his brother Abel. But how many 
of us remember what that curse was? The Lord 
said to Cain: “And now you are cursed from the 
ground, which has opened its mouth to receive 
your brother’s blood from your hand. When you 
till the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its 
strength; you shall be a fugitive and a wanderer 
on the earth.” 

So this was the curse of Cain! He could plow 
and fit the ground, he could plant it with seed, 
he could cultivate and care for it, but for Cain, no 
crop would spring up in the warm sunlight. 
Rather, the fresh earth would be crusted and baked 
hard. Likewise, the rains would not quench the 
thirst of the earth, but for Cain, would turn that 
mellow soil into a soggy mass or into gnawing 
gullies. 

Is it any wonder that Cain cried out to God, 
“My punishment is greater than I can bear.” 

Just what had Cain done that God would so 
punish him that he never more could draw his 
living from the earth? He had acted so as to deny 
his responsibility for his brother. “Am I my broth- 
er’s keper?’”’ he asked, and already had become 
his brother’s murderer. It was for this that God 
denied him the products of the land. 

But why did God punish Cain in this way? Was 
the punishment picked at random? No. Never 
did the punishment more aptly fit the crime. There 
couldn’t be a plainer lesson for us today. So in- 
timate is the band between the rightful use of the 
land, and man’s responsibility to his brother man! 

One cannot speak of the rightful use of the 
land, without also speaking of the rightful respon- 
sibilities of man to man, of the rightful use of the 
land. 

How have we discharged our responsibilities as 
Christian stewards? Let us consider it. First, 
it is a matter of record that our Pilgrim fore- 
fathers came to a land that literally flowed with 
milk and honey. They faced a virgin continent 
extending some three thousand miles. They found 
natural resources almost as fabulous as those de- 
scribed as existing in the Garden of Eden. 

Yet from the beginning the history of our coun- 
try has been that of exploitation. Virgin forests 
were cleared, often the giant logs were rolled into 
piles and burned—walnut, oak, cherry, and poplar. 
Sloping land was broken to the plow, farmed and 
abandoned. 

Even in the days of the American revolution, a 
British officer held prisoner at Richmond, Virginia, 
described the James River as “a torrent of blood,” 
as it carried the red silt from the washed Pied- 
mont highlands. 

Patrick Henry is said to have remarked on one 
occasion after the Revolution, that “since the 
achievement of our independence, he is the great- 
est patriot, who stops the most gullies.” 
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Perhaps here we can see an explanation for, al- 
though a few leaders recognized the problem, by 
and large, there was no widespread awareness of 
stewardship responsibility. There was always new 
land to the west. 

In many respects, the farming methods used 150 
years ago were surprisingly similar to those of 
today. Even today, we still plant corn in rows 
about forty inches wide because that was about 
the width of a horse. Corn was “cross plowed” 
or checked as we would call it today. The corn 
was steeply ridged or hilled to the extent that run- 
off waters concentrated in each row, causing gul- 
lies. Some leaders advocated “flat tillage’ as a 
preventative measure. 

In 1793, Thomas Jefferson and his son-in-law, 
Col. Thomas Randolph, adopted “horizontal’’ or 
contour plowing as an erosion control measure. 
Jefferson also used “hill-side ditching.” This 
practice was also called “furrowing.” It was 
adopted by many Virginia planters and is the an- 
cestor of the modern broad-base terrace. It is sur- 
prising how much individual farmers learned about 
grade, spacing, and capacity of terraces, facts only 
recently confirmed by careful research studies. 

In spite of efforts by early leaders and enter- 
prising individual farmers, generally speaking the 
problems of using sloping land for agriculture were 
not solved. The cycle—break to the plow, farm, 
and abandon—continued, until many pioneers had 
worn out three or more farms. The record of our 
ignorance, our greed, and our selfishness was be- 
ing written for all to see. 

Today, comprehensive surveys of our soil re- 
sources reveal that one-fifth of the original area 
of our tillable land is now ruined for further cul- 
tivation, and about one-third of the present tillable 
land is badly damaged by erosion. More than one- 
half of the remainder is subject to damage. 

On the average, we have lost one-third of the 
topsoil, in the 100 to 200 years since the land was 
cleared or broken from native sod. Runoff waters 
remove many times more plant food than do the 
crops we grow. In recent years, the dust storms 
of the western states have again been serious. 

We find erosion a problem even in the relatively 
flat, agricultural lands of central Ohio. After ev- 
ery rain, the creeks and ditches fill to overflowing 
with the chocolate brown waters of lost soil. As 
more farmers shift to grain farming, these prob- 
lems become more intense, especially on sloping 
ground. 

When we study our past record as a nation, we 
see that we have wasted our resources at an un- 
paralleled rate. 

Today, as we look at the land, we see the curse 
of Cain. The reason for it all is verified by the 
mind of science as it allies itself with a Biblical 
truth. The indifference of one generation to the 
welfare of the next is sin. Have we been our broth- 
er’s keeper? We thought not, and we were not, 
and the curse of Cain is falling upon our land. 
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The Church at Large 





@ Council Message 
Prayers for Tibet 


New YorK—The president of the 
National Council of Churches has 
called on the 38,000,000 members of 
the council’s 33 constituent denomi- 
nations to pray for the presecuted 
people of Tibet. 

In a message to the churches Dr. 
Edwin T. Dahlberg said: 


“We view with profound sorrow 
the tragedy of the Tibetan people, 
assaulted by Chinese Communists 
violently seeking to regiment a 
peaceful population. . .. A watch- 
ful world deplores the betrayal by 
Chinese Communists of their agree- 
ment to respect the domestic au- 
tonomy of Tibet,’ Dr. Dahlberg’s 
message continued, in calling for 
“the end of their persecution.” 

The full text of the National 
Council president’s message follows: 


As President of the National 
Council of Churches, I am issuing 
this special message to express the 
deep concern among our church 
members for the people of Tibet, 
to commend continuing ministries 
of relief to refugees from that land, 
and to call for prayers for these and 
all others under oppression and per- 
secution. 

We view with profound sorrow 
the tragedy of the Tibetan people, 
assaulted by Chinese Communists 
violently seeking to regiment a 
peaceful population. 


Reliable sources report thousands 
of Tibetans killed, monasteries 
sacked, religious leaders persecuted, 
and many thousands of refugees 
seeking safety outside Tibetan 
borders. 


A watching world deplores the be- 
trayal by Chinese Communists of 
their agreement to respect the do- 
mestic autonomy of Tibet, and this 
cruel violation of international 
standards of religious liberty and 
human rights. 

Continuation of such violence will 
bring increasing condemnation by 
world opinion committed to the 
principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

Meanwhile, we are directly con- 
cerned for the victims of this per- 
secution. The compassionate min- 
istries of our churches have already 
reached out to those thousands 
forced to flee as refugees from their 
Tibetan homeland. Church World 
Service, our overseas relief ministry 
for 35 denominations, has already 
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rushed emergency food, clothing, 
and medicines to critical areas 
where these refugees are gathering. 
As the need increases, we must and 
will make more aid available. 


Now, I call upon the members of 
our churches to pray for the per- 
secuted people of Tibet and for the 
end of their persecution. Let us 
continue to remember in prayer, 
also, our fellow Christians and other 
people of all faiths who suffer under 
tyranny anywhere in the world. 
Let us pray for more humaneness, 
the rule of law, and _ the reign of 
good will among men. Let us give 
ourselves in renewed dedication to 
God and His purposes, in increasing 
works of justice and mercy, freedom 
and peace for all of God’s human 
family. 


National Family Week 


New York, N. Y.—Every year in 
May, just before the rush of June 
weddings, America pauses to ob- 
serve National Family Week. 

Urging families to face their 
Christian faith within their homes, 
thousands of American and Cana- 
dian churches are conducting spe- 
cial programs during the 19th an- 
nual observance May 3-10. 

Interchurch and community pro- 
grams, as well as those in individ- 
ual churches, are planned for the 
occasion and designed to strengthen 
the family life work of the congre- 
gations. 

Church families will be asked to 
examine the quality of their Chris- 
tian experience as pointed up in the 
1959 theme, “The Biblical Basis of 
the Family.” 


While the theme and supporting 
material for the Protestant partici- 
pation in the Week are prepared by 
the National Council of Churches, 
observance is further encouraged 
by the various denominations and 
city councils of churches. 

They provide devotional and read- 
ing suggestions, book lists, and pro- 
grams for local churches and fami- 
lies. 


OLD ORDER AMISH 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Legislation 
to exempt members of the Old Or- 
der Amish Mennonites from com- 
pulsory participation in social se- 
curity has received additional bi- 
partisan support in Congress. 

Old Order Amish Mennonites ob- 
ject to participation in social secur- 


ity which they regard as a form 
of “compulsory insurance.” Mem- 
bers of some Amish congregations 
in Ohio have refused to pay the 
“self-employment tax” imposed on 
farmers and the U.S. Internal Rev- 
enue Service has had to resort to 
seizing their horses. 


Refugee Proclamation 


GENEvA—John W. Hanes, Jr., 
United States delegate to the Inter- 
governmental Committee on Euro- 
pean Migration, announced here 
that President Eisenhower would 
shortly issue a proclamation in sup- 
port of the World Refugee Year, 
scheduled to start in June. 

He told a meeting of the ICEM 
Council that Mr. Eisenhower had 
authorized him to say that America 
would contribute fully to the Year 
and that it would be the subject of 
a presidential proclamation. 

The ICEM meeting was devoted 
exclusively to the World Refugee 
Year, which was initiated by a 
United Nations resolution adopted 
last December. The meeting was 
under the chairmanship of Rep. 
Francis E. Walter (D.-Pa.), co-au- 
thor of the McCarran-Walter Immi- 
gration Act, who was called to the 
chair amidst applause for this spe- 
cial occasion. 


Van Dusen Charges: 
Morality Low 


Kansas City, Mo.—Dr. Henry P. 
Van Dusen, president of Union The- 
ological Seminary, New York, 
warned here that while religion 
may be making gains in this coun- 
try “morality is steadily losing 
ground.” 

He said the so-called religious re- 
vival in America has not been pa- 
ralleled so far by a corresponding 
resurgence or recovery of morality. 

Dr. Van Dusen spoke at the in- 
auguration of Dr. Don W. Holter as 
first president of the new National 
Methodist Theological Seminary. 
The seminary becomes the i11th 
Methodist theological school. An- 
other, at Delaware, O., called the 
Methodist Theological School, is 
scheduled to be ready in 1960. 

Dr. Van Dusen cautioned that 
there must be an ethical revival to 
match the current spiritual re- 
awakening, or the religious revival 
“will fritter away into futility.” 
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COMMUNIST POLYGAMY 


Warsaw—A Communist youth 
magazine here suggested that be- 
cause of the “considerable short- 
age” of women in Poland, the 
government should permit polyg- 
amy. 

Radar, noted for its ultra-pro- 
gressive views, argued that po- 
lygamy was “recognized as nor- 
mal” in ancient times “until the 
Roman Catholic Church  con- 
demned it.” 


WITNESSES EXEMPTION? 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A ruling 
by the Federal Circuit Court of 
Appeals in New Orleans, La., that 
a part-time unsalaried minister 
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses was 
entitled to ministerial exemption 
in the draft was upheld without 
review by the U.S. Supreme Court 
here. 

By its decision the Court has 
thrown into confusion the mean- 
ing of the term “minister of reli- 
gion” in the Selective Service Act. 


ARARAT STATION 


Moscow—The Moscow Radio 
announced that a radio and tele- 
vision station will be built this 
year on Mount Ararat, the fa- 
mous Biblical site of Noah’s Ark. 
It did not disclose under whose 
auspices the station was planned. 

Mount Ararat is in Turkey, 
near the western border of So- 
viet Armenia. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS’ PLEA 


Buck HILL FAL, Pa.—cChris- 
tian parents were warned here 
by a leading Protestant theo- 
logian that if they want to wipe 
out juvenile delinquency in this 
country they must strengthen 
their Sunday schools. 

The warning was sounded by 
Dr. Nels Ferre, professor of 
theology at Andover-Newton 
Seminary, Newton Centre, Mass., 
before a staff meeting of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

Americans are interested in 
their children, he said, but they 
do not realize that “nothing is 
more important on earth” than 
strengthening the Sunday school. 
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Capsule Reports of Interest 


“The one thing children need 
most, they are not getting,” he 
stressed. 

“Only through children can the 
world be changed,” he said. “But 
such a result cannot be obtained 
until we have the combination 
of people completely dedicated 
both to their families and to 
Christian truth.” 

Too many Sunday schools are 
“starved” for adult teachers and 
too many only “occupy time,” 
the theologian said, adding that 
if churches remain unaware of 
the vital necessity for more 
teachers they are not serving 
children adequately. 


SOCKMAN AT HIRAM 


Hiram, Onto—Dr. Ralph W. 
Sockman, nationally known 
church leader, author and lec- 
turer, spoke at Hiram College 
here Feb. 10, for the college’s 
Religious Emphasis Day Program. 

Weekly sermons by Dr. Sock- 
man are regular fare for mil- 
lions of Americans through the 
National Radio Pulpit heard every 
Sunday morning at ten o’clock, 
from October to May over the 
NBC network. The National Radio 
Pulpit, started by Dr. Sockman 
in 1928, is the oldest Protestant 
radiv ministry in the world. 


GRAHAM: NEW RECORD 


MELBOURNE—Billy Graham drew 
a record number of 143,750 people 
in the huge outdoor Olympic 
Stadium here for the final rally 
of the month-long Melbourne 
phase of his Australian Crusade. 

Following the rally, the Amer- 
ican evangelist said the crowd 
was the largest ever to attend one 
of his meetings anywhere in the 
world. 

The previous record had been 
the 120,000 who jammed Wembly 
Stadium in London in 1954. 


RELEASED-TIME BEAT 


Concorp, N. H.—Members of 
the state House of Representa- 
tives, by a 243-115 vote, defeated 
a bill which would have per- 
mitted released-time in the pub- 
lic schools for weekday religious 
education classes. 
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RELAX eee 


NOT NEEDED 


A rather primitive father 
was puzzled by the draft 
classification mailed to his 
equally unlearned off- 
spring. 

“What does F-X mean?” 
he inquired of the draft 
board. 

It means,” they replied, 


“Even if we're invaded, 

don’t come!” 

—Ronald Bridges 
UNAPPRECIATIVE 


The human _ race _ plows 
straight through life, 
Destroying things, they’re 
awful pests; 

Of all the animals in the 
world 

They’re earth’s most un- 
appreciative guests. 
—Dawn Flanery Parker 


MIX-UP 


The following letter was 
received by a _ bookseller, 
after a long mix-up and 
many exchanges of expla- 
nations: “I did not order the 
book. If I did, you didn’t 
send it. If you sent it, I 
didn’t receive it. If I did, 
I paid for it. If I didn’t, I 
won’t.”—“The Watchman- 
Examiner” 








“How much trade in will you 
allow me for this on one of 
the new transistor sets?” 
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Rural Life Sunday 
on May 3 


On the Christian Calendar since A.D. 450 


NEw YorK—Protestant 
churches across the country are 
asking God’s blessing on Rural 
Life Sunday, May 3, upon those 
who till the soil and upon rural 
and urban dwellers who are de- 
pendent for food upon the bounty 
of the earth. 


This special observance is held 
annually on Rogation Sunday, 
the fifth Sunday after Easter, to 
underscore the meaning of Chris- 
tianity for rural life. 


The National Council of 
Churches, through its Depart- 
ment of Town and Country 
Church, sponsors the occasion. 

Each year a special service of 
worship is prepared by a de- 
nominational leader. The 1959 
service, written by E. W. Mueller 
of New York, director of the 
Town and Country Work of the 
National Lutheran Council, em- 
phasizes that all mankind de- 
pends upon the earth for homes 
and other material possessions, 
as well as food. 


During services in the church 
sanctuary seed and soil are 
usually presented as symbols, 
while the entire congregation 
prays that God bless the seed 
“sown throughout the world, 
that he water it with the gentle 
rain from heaven and warm it 
with the golden sunshine that it 
may bear fruit one hundredfold 
for the welfare of the people.” 


In some churches the soil, seed, 


farming instruments and other 
symbols of the earth’s bounty are 
dedicated to God during the 
service, which consists of hymns, 
prayers, litanies and a medita- 
tion. Sometimes a field or an 
amphitheater near the church 
provides the site for the service. 

Guidance from God is also 
sought on the wise and Christian 
use of the land so that all God’s 
children may have the necessities 
of life, particularly since the 
United States produces such a 
surplus of foods. 

As in other years, rural and 
city ministers in the United 
States will exchange pulpits. 
Addresses will be made by agri- 
cultural and civic leaders on the 
spiritual realities of today’s 
changing rural society. 

Pageants, plays and panel dis- 
cussions will deal with the fact 
that all of life is under the judg- 
ment of God and with the 
stewardship implications in the 
use of land and the conservation 
of natural resources, recognizing 
that all belongs to God. 

The Department of Town and 
Country Church is encouraging 
rural life agencies, programs and 
associations to join with the 
churches in the observance of 
Rural Life Sunday. 

The Rogation days have been 
included in the Christian calen- 
dar since A.D. 450. 
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“This is my kid, Cecil. 


We would like to be served.” . 


MANDA $sstraightened the 
A packet of menu cards in her 
lap and frowned. 

At the other end of the patio 
bench, Phillip Lanfield, Assistant 
Professor of English at CSU, 
looked up and, seeing the frown, 
went back to the _ beginning 
again. ‘The situation would be 
perfect for you. You majored 
in English and already have 
your M.S. degree. As an instruc- 
tor you would be able to take 


your Ph.D. almost automati- 
cally.” Amanda’s brow was still 
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wrinkled. He hurried. ‘Besides, 
we are a young group and I— 
that is, we—would enjoy having 
you on the faculty with us.” 
“It’s nice of you Phillip,” said 
Amanda, “and flattering but I 
can’t just drop everything here 
and give up Amanda’s Kitchen.” 
“You could sell the place.” 


“He’s like a little boy playing 
at being grown,’’ thought 
Amanda, and then replied, shak- 
ing her head. ‘‘Not unless I make 
a success of it first.” 


Phillip ran his hands through 
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Iilustrated by Berneking 


his hair, leaving it in a most un- 
professorial tangle. “But it is 
your duty” he urged. “English 
is important. Why half the stu- 
dent do not know the true mean- 
ing of the words they commonly 
use. No wonder the world is in 
such a state of confusion.” 

Amanda laughed. “You will 
just have to get someone else to 
save the world. Just now my 
job is to feed it; that is impor- 
tant too.” 

“I do not care for your com- 
parison,” retorted Phillip. He 
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might have been reproving a 
backward student. 

Amanda flushed and changed 
the subject. Picking up one of 
the menu cards from her lap, she 
held it out. ‘These are new. 
Tell me how you like them.” 

Phillip took the card, looked 
at it casually, and was about to 
hand it back when his eye caught 
the last line: ‘‘Special prices for 
kids.” “Execrable!”’ he sputtered. 
“My gracious! What do you 
mean, kids’?” 

“Why, just kids, of course— 
children.” 

“Oh, yes? Kids are the prog- 
eny of goats.” Phillip’s tone 
grew more reproving by the sec- 
ond. “Using such a term to 
designate children is pure vul- 
garity.” 

“Tt is nothing of the sort,” as- 
serted Amanda, bristling. ‘Lots 
of people use it.” 

“That is no excuse for dese- 
crating the English language. 
They may not know better, but 
you do. I am astonished at your 
attitude, Amanda.” 

“Oh, nonsense!”” Amanda stood 
up. “I haven’t time to argue 
with you. I must go in. It’s 
eleven -o’clock and we open for 
business at noon.” 

From behind the kitchen win- 
dow, she watched as Phillip Lan- 
field picked up his hat, carefully 
placed it on his head backwards 
and disappeared around the cor- 
ner of the building. ‘“He’s a 
dear,” she thought, “so earnest 
and so thoroughly provoking.” 

Mrs. Buckson was humming 
quietly to herself as she slid 
salads into the refrigerator. The 
odors emanating from the range 
were most reassuring. Amanda 
peered into the dining room 
through the round glass in one 
of the swinging doors. Effie was 
putting small vases of nastur- 
tiums on the white-clothed tables 
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that stood out against the warm 
brown tiles of the floor. The red, 
orange and yellow drapes and 
soft, green, venetian blinds 
glowed in the sunlight, repeating 
the motif of the flowers on the 
tables. 


“It is good,” Amanda thought. 
“Small—only ten tables—but 
good.” She pushed open the 
door, handed the new menu cards 
to Effie and crossed to the desk 
near the entrance, where she be- 
gan going over the market slips. 

The first customers to arrive 
were a dignified, elderly couple 
who were arguing as they came 
in. 

“I tell you, George,” the lady 
was saying, “it was professor 
Lanfield.” 

“You must have been mis- 
taken,” answered her husband. 

“No, I’m sure. He was kneel- 
ing on the lawn with a little boy 
and he was tying a blue ribbon 
around the neck of a white goat.” 

“But it’s preposterous,” 
tested the man. 
like Lanfield.” 


The lady did not answer. “This 
is pretty,’ she said as Amanda 
came up. ‘Can we have the table 
in the corner?” 

“Certainly,” said Amanda with 
a smile. 

By mid-afternoon all the tables 
but one were filled and Amanda 
found it necessary to help Effie, 
who had more than she could 
do. Amanda had just set down 
a tray of dishes in the kitchen 
when some kind of commotion 
began in the dining room. She 
could hear Effie’s voice, rather 
shrill and excited, and _ several 
people laughing. Then Effie burst 
through the swinging doors into 
the kitchen. 

“There’s a man out there with 
a goat! He wants dinner for two 
and he won’t go away.” 

“A—a goat?” said Amanda, 
incredulously. 


pro- 
“Tt isn’t at all 


by Seymour G. Olmstead 


Mrs. Buckson left the fork 
sticking in the ham she was 
carving and turned around. “He 
won’t, won’t he?” she snorted, 
waving the carving knife wick- 
edly. 

“Tll take care of this,” said 
Amanda and marched into the 
dining room. 

At the remaining table sat 
Professor Phillip Lanfield and be- 
side his chair stood a _ small, 
white goat with a baby-blue rib- 
bon about its neck. Its coat was 
spotless. Its tiny hoofs and the 
little knobs that would some day 
be horns were as polished ebony. 
At the other end a stubby tail 
flipped in a cheerful and friendly 
manner. 

“This is my kid, Cecil,” said 
Phillip gravely. “We would like 
to be served.” 

“Hee... 

Phillip ignored the interrup- 
tion. “I should like the baked 
ham dinner and you may bring 
Cecil a bottle of warm goat’s 
milk or, if that is not available, 
plain milk will do.” 

Amanda felt the urge to box 
Professor Lanfield’s ears.  In- 
stead she said, acidly: ‘“‘We do 
not serve animals. You must 
take him outside at once.” 

“Baa-a-a!” broke in 
shaking his head. 

Phillip picked up the menu 
card. “But, indeed, you must do 
so. It says right here, ‘Special 
prices for kids.’”’ If that is the 
case, you must intend to serve 
them. You can see for yourself 
that Cecil is a kid.” 

Phillip was enjoying the situa- 
tion he had created and it was 
evident that the other guests 
were more interested than an- 
noyed. He simply must not be 
allowed to get away with it. So 
far, Cecil had behaved like a per- 
fect gentleman and Amanda was 

(Continued on page 30.) 


Cecil 
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Speak Fearlessly 


“Where the Scriptures Speak . . .” 


‘ 
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May 10, 1959 
Scripture: 
9,10; 13,14. 


2 Samuel 12:17; 


iis little shepherd boy who 
slew Goliath and about whom 
the women sang and danced, 
grew up. He was something less 
than perfect. When we compared 
the brave and honest boy with 
the old and jealous Saul, our 
sympathies were all with the boy. 
Now, the boy has become an evil 
old man. 

Positions of responsibility 
carry with them the assumption 
that the occupant will live up to 
the demands and expectations of 
the job. But you cannot stoop 
much lower than King David did 
in the incidents recorded as the 
text for our study today. 

The lesson opens with the sim- 
ple sentence, ‘And the LorpD sent 
Nathan to David.” 2 Samuel 
12:1.) If you need to refresh 
your memory of the tragic situa- 
tion, you may read the preceding 
chapter. Notice that this is not 
the result of a spying job done 
by Nathan. David is a king, 
chosen and blessed by God. Now, 
God takes a hand in David's life 
again. It is he who is sending 
the prophet to remind David of 
the facts of life. 

Reading this chapter we 
realize that Jesus made use of a 
familiar form of teaching which 
had been used by his people for 
many centuries. A truth could 
hardly be made more vivid than 
in this parable about the rich 
man and the “one little ewe 
lamb.” (Verse 3.) 


The parable is so perfect and 
touching that “David’s anger 
was greatly kindled against the 
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man.” (Verse 5.) This would be 
true of anyone. When we read 
the parable it brings a queer 
feeling of sadness for a little 
creature which is surely as lov- 
able as Mary’s little lamb. 


Next, we have the most dra- 
matic incident of the whole story. 
Surely, Hollywood must be right 
when it has Nathan pointing his 
finger at David. At least, the 
words are there: “You are the 
man.” (Verse 7.) 

Now it is time to think espe- 
cially of the fearlessness of Na- 
than. If we could imagine our- 
selves on the scene, we would 
realize the amount of courage it 
took for anyone to stand before 
the king of the united kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah. 

At this point we can begin 
to see something of the basic 
goodness of David. It is not 
to excuse his horrible sin to 
say that it was easy for him to 
recognize it and become penitent 
when the prophet of God ap- 
peared to accuse him. 

Nathan spelled out all the de- 
tails of David’s sin. He could 
hardly have stooped any lower. 
First, he took Bathsheba, the 
wife of Uriah. (11:4.) Then he 
got Uriah drunk. (11:13.) Then 
came the plot to send Uriah to 
the front line of battle where he 
was certain to be killed. (11:24.) 
Finally, he took Uriah’s wife for 
his own wife. (11:27.) 

The consequences of sin are 
always great. Despite forgive- 
ness by God, the results of sin 
cannot be escaped. This was 
true in David case. He was to 
be humiliated by having his own 
wives taken by other men, and 
this quite openly in the sight of 
all people. (12:11.) 


THE CHRISTIAN 


by the Editor 


The chief points of this lesson 
stand out in bold relief. First, 
God always seems to have some- 
one ready to speak for him when 
the word is needed. In this in- 
stance, it was Nathan, the proph- 
et, who went to David to speak 
on behalf of God. 


Second, private sins always 
have a way of becoming public. 
This is true, regardless of the 
social status of the sinner. Be 
he king or servant, some group 
in society will despise him for 
his sin. 

Third, with God there is always 
forgiveness. Nathan said _ to 
David, “The Lorp also has put 
away your sin; you shall not 
die.” (12:13.) This promise was 
based upon true penitence upon 
the part of David. 

Fourth, the consequences of 
sin must be borne. This is 
especially true of sins like the 
one David committed. There is 
no removing of the evidence. A 
forgiven sinner may make 
amends for his sin in the days 
ahead but he cannot fully repair 
the damage of the past. 

We cannot close the discussion 
of this lesson without a final 
reference to the status of women 
in the days of David. We notice 
that the fact is, they had no 
status at all. In all the queer 
goings-on related in this lesson, 
no one listened to the voice of a 
woman to see what she thought 
about matters. 

All the arrangements were 
made between the men. If any- 
one imagines that Jesus did not 
add much to the religion of the 
day, let him consider the status 
of the Christian woman in com- 
parison to that in the days of the 
kings. 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 

















For God 


The Scripture 


2 Samuel 12:1-7 


1 And the LORD sent Nathan to 
David. He came to him, and said 
to him, “There were two men in a 
certain city, the one rich and the 
other poor. 2 The rich man had 
very many flocks and herds; 3 but 
the poor man had nothing but one 
little ewe lamb, which he had 
bought. And he brought it up, and 
it grew up with him and with his 
children; it used to eat of his morsel, 
and. drink from his cup, and lie in 
his bosom, and it was like a daugh- 
ter to him. 4 Now there came a 
traveler to the rich man, and he was 
unwilling to take one of his own 
flock or herd to prepare for the way- 
farer who had come to him, but he 
took the poor man’s lamb, and pre- 
pared it for the man who had come 
to him.” 5 Then David’s anger was 

kindled against the man; 
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Meaning for Today 


Preaching about contemporary 
sin is to most preachers a dan- 
gerous business. How shall a 
minister “declare the whole 
counsel of God’? How shall he 
bring the sin of the people before 
them? 

We do not know in so many 
words the character of Nathan, 
the prophet and chaplain of the 
court of David. But in this in- 
cident we find the knowledge 
that he was a just and coura- 
geous man of God. His art and 
tact spoke through the parable 
to the conscience of David, and 
it mattered not that he was the 
king. 

The king was bound by the 
same law that bound his sub- 
jects, the moral law of God. 
“You are that man!” And David 
knew that he was deeply guilty. 
He knew that he had _ trans- 
gressed the law and he was not 
to be excused. He repented of his 
sin and Nathan accepted his 
repentance. 

David’s repentance is spelled 
out in his song, which we have 
in our Bible as Psalm 51. It is 
a classic of wholehearted repent- 
ance, wherein he prays, ‘‘Create 
in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy 
presence, and take not thy holy 
Spirit from me. Restore to me 
the joy of thy salvation, and up- 
hold me with a willing spirit.” 
Here is David’s repentance for 
his sin. He is ‘‘a man after God’s 
own heart,” because he _ seeks 
forgiveness. And forgiveness is 
aways conditioned upon repent- 
ance. 

Nathan knew his man. He 
knew that David was basically 
a religious man, but he also knew 
that he was a sinner for all that. 


by W. Marion Rowlen 


How shall we know our man? 
How shall the minister confront 
a man in sin unless he know 
the true nature of man as a child 
of God? And how shall he know 
this truly unless through much 
praying and study of the Scrip- 
tures he knows the will of the 
Most High? 

Ministers know the tension of 
controversial issues, but how 
shall they know how to handle 
them wisely and thus be able to 
declare “the whole counsel of 
God’’? How are we to have the 
kind of love that understands 
and at the same time have the 
courage and the art and skill of 
preaching constructively and re- 
demptively on social evils and 
personal sin? 

The minister is in his pulpit to 
bear witness to the Christian 
faith as the gospel that saves 
men from their sins. Blessed be 
that minister who knows his 
gospel and at the same time 
knows his people. It goes with- 
out saying that to know them is 
to love them, for without love 
there is neither repentance nor 
forgiveness. 

David repented of his sin 
against Bathsheba and his crime 
of murder against her husband. 
Later he married her and made 
her the queen, and, although his 
son of illicit love died and 
brought great sorrow to David, 
Bathsheba became the mother of 
Solomon, famed to this day for 
his wisdom. The tenuous drama 
of those far-off events takes its 
place in history, and Christ him- 
self comes of the family of David. 

Thus God in his wisdom brings 
his will to bear upon the con- 
science of humankind in spite of 
human sin, and saves men in 
spite of themselves. 
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HORIZONS OF CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY by Paul S. Minear. An illuminating 
picture of the meaning and purpose of Christian society is presented in this volume. 
The author probes the significance of church membership, the ministry of the laity, and 
the destiny and call of the Christian community. He emphasizes the oneness of the 
church in space and time. 10H409, $2.75 


THE LIVING CHURCH by Lynn Harold Hough. This unusual book traces the effect 
of the preaching ministry in the life of the church from New Testament times to the 
contemporary scene. The minister is shown as the living voice of the church, speaking 


with conviction to interpret the sacraments, offer prayer, and proclaith the gospel to the 
world. 10L373, $2.50 


A GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN UNITY 4y George L. Hunt. The issues of ecumenicity 
discussed at the Oberlin Conference are presented for study by laymen in this 13-session 
manual. Laymen will find the creative discussions objective and impartial to help him 
shape his own opinions on Christian unity. 10G490, $1.00 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND DISCIPLES OF CHRIST by W. E. Garrison. An intelli- 
gent and acutely perceptive survey of Christian unity, especially as Disciples of Christ 
have influenced efforts toward it. The author manages to condense and interpret the 


most important facts on ecumenicity from the beginning of the “Disciple” movement. 
10307, $3.00 


CHRISTIAN UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA edited by ]. Robert Nelson. Here is a 
symposium of world-wide concepts of unity, representing the opinions of 18 leading 
churchmen. Some of the contributors are Samuel McCrae Cavert, Roger L. Shinn, 


Langdon B. Gilky, Seido Ogawa. A storehouse of study materials for minister and 
layman alike. 10C627, $3.50 


THE NATURE OF THE UNITY WE SEEK edited by Paul S. Minear. This is a 
stimulating record of speeches, discussion and reports of the North American Conference 
on Faith and Order. All aspects of ecumenicity are covered, including baptism, com- 
munion, doctrine, and authority. 10N202, $4.00 


CHRISTIAN UNITY IS OUR BUSINESS by Howard Elmo Short. A book to help 
Protestants understand how the Disciples’ plea for unity is related to the efforts of many 
Christians. 10C306, 50 cents each; 2-24, 40 cents each; 25-99, 30 cents each 
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AMILY conversation is one 
For the real blessings of human 
life. If you have sat around 
your family table talking in- 
formally together you _ realize 
what a pleasure that can be. 
What we talked about as we 
shared a family picnic or holiday 
is more important to us some- 
times than the main event. 

In our talk together at home 
we discover our real meaning to 
each other. We share our dreams 
and hopes and disappointments, 
too. 

Often family conversation 
turns to mutual friends. We tell 
our loved ones about others out- 
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Family Living Room 


TALK TO HIM, TOO 


by Richard E. Lentz 


side the home whom we admire 
or love. Sometimes family talk 
includes teachers, ministers and 
others who influence us by their 
example and teaching. 

Of all “others,” God is the 
one closest to our family and to 
members of our household. In- 
deed, in a real sense we belong 
to him. We live in homes as 
human beings because he planned 
it so. Families who exclude him 
from their conversation forget 
where they came from. 


FAMILY WEEK, May 3-10, 
will be observed by hundreds of 
thousands of American families. 
The suggestion this year is that 
we all seek, this week, to discover 
in our homes the deeper meaning 
of our religious beliefs about 
family life. Family conversation 
may be a means to that end. 

Children ask: Where did I 
come from? Where did our 
family begin? Where did you 
get me? One important part of 
the answer is, “God gave you to 
us. He made you.” 

You and your family began in 
the wisdom and love of God. 
Creation is not an event-nor a 
series of events which took place 
in some far distant past to com- 
plete the world or man once and 
for all time. God is at work to- 
day as Creator in our world, in 
our families and in us. It is still 
his breath that makes the living 
soul. 

Today, at the “home end of 
creation,” we experience’ the 
birth of babies, the healing of our 
sick and the growth of our 
children. These are what we 
talk about when we are together. 
The coming of a “new baby” or 
the care and feeding of one “no 
longer new” is a subject of con- 
versation between husband and 
wife, parents and older children, 


grandparents and any who will 
listen! 

We talk about other friends, 
their gifts to us and their 
thoughtfulness of our family. 
We discuss how we want to re- 
spond to their kindness. In this 
same natural way, Christian 
families around their dinner 
table or in the car may develop 
a deeper realization of their 
blessings from God and their 
responsibilities to him. 

Some of you may have tried to 
carry on this kind of friendly con- 
versation about God with your 
children and found it to be diffi- 
cult. You were discouraged by 
one failure. A rather common 
mistake many of us make is try- 
ing to “talk theory” with our 
children rather than _ personal 
experience. 

This does not mean that we 
are insincere or that we are dis- 
honest. We are timid about re- 
vealing our own inner feelings 
and ideas; so we quote from 
someone else. We have unre- 
solved problems with our own 
personal faith which we conceal 
from our loved ones. And they, 
sensing this lack of frankness, 
have not the security to share 
in confidence their needs or 
wishes. 

Family conversation has been 
called the “ground floor’ of 
family worship. Genuine family 
sharing of ideas and feelings 
about God leads to family wor- 
ship of God. In everyday rela- 
tionships at home we _ have 
learned that love is beyond ex- 
pression in words alone. We use 
many simple symbols to show 
each other how much we care. 

This is the meaning of folded 
hands in family prayer or of 
voices blended in a family hymn: 
We express to him our love 
beyond words alone. 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Garfield Biography 


General Jim. By Hazel H. Davis. 
The Bethany Press. 192 pages. $3. 


A competent writer treating a 
neglected field, a field which is 
opulent with interesting and inspir- 
ing material, can arouse a rebirth 
of scholarly activity in the field, 
can identify a relevant subject to a 
related constituency, can serve with 
profit a general reading public. 
These circumstaces and these pos- 
sibilities come together in General 
Jim, a fictional biography of Dis- 
ciple President James A. Garfield, 
the story of his life from humble 
log cabin to tragic death. 

Hazel Davis is an experienced 
writer. She is the wife of Dr. John 
L. Davis, president of Chapman 
College, who was for over ten years 
a member of the faculty of Hiram 
College. On fire with her Garfield 
research during the Hiram years, 
Mrs. Davis is saturated with the 
lore and facts of her subject. 

The massive influence of the Dis- 
ciple tradition and Garfield’s un- 
dying affection for the brotherhood 
are definitely understood. The vitally 
significant Hiram years (Garfield 
was student-teacher-president-trus- 
tee) are exhaustively known and 
sensitively appreciated. 

Garfield’s unparalleled rise in the 
military—youngest brigadier gen- 
eral in the army; star of the major 
general awarded for valor on the 
field of battle; use by friends of the 
term “General” from civil war days 
until his death—is a field of special 
study in which her distinguished 
husband shares a scholarly interest. 

Mrs. Davis, during her Hiram 
residence, had the unique value of 
a close personal friendship with a 
generation which still had contact 
with Garfield. Though in the late 
period of advanced years when she 
knew them, they represented one 
of the most valuable primary 
suorces of information about Gar- 
field then available in America. 

General Jim is a_ biography 
written especially for children. But 
the book is so ably presented by its 
author it will have a reading audi- 
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ence at all age levels. 

The book is in the form of bio- 
graphical fiction with the freedoms 
for some factual departures this 
method of presentation provides. 
But Mrs. Davis has based her story 
on the fundamental facts in the life 
of James A. Garfield and the 
balance of reference and the 
breadth of treatment are _ note- 
worthy. A teacher in the primary 
grades, Mrs. Davis shows a rare 
teaching technique in the artistry 
of storytelling. 

The book is attractively illus- 
trated by Richard P. Theibert, a 
member of the Hiram College 
faculty. All in all this book, so 
relevant to Disciple interests, so 
interesting in its portrayal of a too 
often overlooked example of Chris- 
tian disciplines and of vigorous 
American achievements at their 
best, ought to be on the shelves of 
our Disciple families in vast num- 
bers.— WILLIS R. JONES 


Dramas for Church 


The Seeking Years. Edited by 
John M. Gunn. The Bethany Press. 
127 pages. $1.50 (Paper). 


This selection of six scripts from 
CBS-TV’s “Look up and Live” series 
presents the local church with a 
challenge. It is a high challenge; 
the plays are the products of top- 
flight authors and present the real 
issues confronting those in the 
“seeking” teen years. Yet it is a 
sensible challenge; the plays are 
purposely written to be staged with 
a minimum of settings and props. 
They should be within the physical 
capability of nearly any church 
which has a minister or youth 
worker with an active imagination. 

To say this is not to minimize the 
importance of the subject matter of 
the dramas, nor to indicate that 
they are ‘“Sunday-school panto- 
mimes.” They are deeply penetrat- 
ing dramas, forcibly written; but 
they are well written and staged— 
so well done that they can be pro- 
duced in simplicity. Could they be 
used for radio? A few would re- 
quire extensive re-writing, though 
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several would go well just as they 
stand. 

They are also highly recommeded 
reading for parents of teen-agers 
who may not see them presented 
as dramas.—RICHARD C, WHITE 


Philosophy 
The Absolute Being. By Jorge 
Tallet. Philosophical Library. 74 
pages. $3. 


Can the finite know the infinite? 
Can the “I,” which is only a part of 


the “total possible” attain to a 
“cognitive apprehension” of the 
total? In the search for answers 


this author bases his philosophy up- 
on the concept of The Absolute 
Being. 

Scientific philosophy,” he says, 
“deals with the universe as only a 
part of that total. The Absolute 
Being includes everything so is the 
only definitive entity. It surpasses 
the limits of prudent scientific 
philosophy.” 

In five chapters he attempts to 
gear this concept to all conceivable 
aspects of reality. Attention is 
given to the limitations of partial 
systems of approach to that reality. 
He strives to show that everything 
that exists falls, like the world of 
phenomena, inside that full exist- 
ence that makes everything possible. 
However, the world of phenomena 
is but one of many, less tangible, 
yet quite essential, forms of reality 
that constitute the ultimate ‘“Ab- 
solute Being.” 


The author provides none of the 
conventional aids such as_ index, 
table of contents, chapter titles or 
bibliography. His sentences are 
often fifty to one hundred words 
long. They are frequently dizzy 
pyramids of parenthetical “asides” 
that lure attention from the sen- 
tence subject to incidentals. 


For this reviewer, too often, the 
words, like the trees, obscured the 
forest of ideas. He who would read 
should brace himself for much that 
is abstract and general and very 
little that is put in terms that are 
specific—B. CLIFFORD HENDRICKS. 
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by J. Warren Hastings 


He stood in the pulpit of the 
church where I preach. He seemed 
to be speaking from his very soul. 
He was pleading with his listeners 
with every ounce of his being. 

“I was born in India. I love 
India. My life has been invested 
in that country and there is no 
sacrifice I would not make for it. 
I love India in the same sense that 
I love America and I, having had 
American parents, am loyal to our 
great heritage. This does not retard 
me from pleading for India.” 

He swept the room with his eyes, 
took a deep breath, and continued: 
“India is a dry country. Her people 
do not believe in using liquor. Her 
religions teach total abstinence. 
She is the one great nation in the 
world that has no use for alcoholic 
beverages. 

“Yet our representatives from the 
United States, in official positions, 
take liquors with them when they 
go into that country. They serve 
liquor at dinners and on many 


“Be Fair With India” 


social occasions. They teach the 
Indians with whom they come in 
contact to enjoy liquor. Magazines 
carrying full-page advertisements 
of whiskey are shipped into India. 
Many of the people of India are 
led to believe that the main recre- 
ation of this country is the imbibing 
of alcoholic spirits. It is not fair 
to America to be so represented 
abroad. 

“I plead with you, members of 
the Christian Church, that you will 
exert your strongest influence to 
help wipe off this black stain from 
the escutcheon of the United States. 
We are too great a country and we 
have too much of the Spirit of 
Christ in our hearts to be misrepre- 
sented abroad.” 

Later I thanked him for his 
masterful address. 

“Every American should pray un- 
ceasingly about this matter,” he 
said. 

I agreed. 


GIVE 
A d 
MEMORIA 
for all 
to 

hear! 










Softly 
music by  Schulmerich®—what 
more beautiful way of keeping a 
loved one’s name truly alive for- 
ever. Or give it in your own 
name—in your life-time. Hand- 
some plaque goes with it, if 
desired. Prices start at $975. 
Budget terms. Write: 


SCHULMERICH 
Carillons, Ine. 
6059 Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 


® Trademark of Bell Instruments produced by 
Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 
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from the hills. 


Special Study Courses can help you round up members of your young adult and adult 


church school classes! 


WHENCE 
AND 
WHITHER 









before! 








attendance. 


BETHANY SPECIAL STUDY COURSES (19 to choose from) will increase their 
interest in Bible study and Christian living and bring them back to regular church school 
Some of the courses have a teacher's edition that suggests how to handle the 

material, gives the objectives of the course, tells where to turn for additional resources, 
gives you about 2 pages of guidance for each session. 

The newest revision in this elective series is WHENCE AND WHITHER THE 
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST by Winfred E. Garrison. 
course about the heritage of the Disciples of Christ is now even more effective than ever 
Included in the new teacher's book are 32 pages of valuable teaching aids and 
other helps for leaders of adult and young adult groups. 
Pupil’s edition, 75c 

For more information on the 18 other courses, write for your free copy of the “Light 
of Effective Christian Teaching.” 


Order from: 


ufion a time... 


There was a shepherd who fell asleep while 

tending his sheep. He slept so long that his 

beard grew longer than he was tall! His 

sheep were grazing farther and farther away 

\ from him, but he didn’t notice. 

\ finally woke up, he had lost all his sheep . . . 

Is the same thing happening to you? Is 

the attendance of your adult and young adult 

church school classes decreasing? 
time to do something about it! 

Our shepherd got himself the help a specially trained dog and rounded up his sheep 


Revised in its entirety, this popular 


Teacher's edition, $1.00; 


Christian Board of Publication 
P.0. Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


When he 


Then it's 




















@ A. C. Cuppy 


To Society Post 


INDIANAPOLIS—A. C. Cuppy of 
Hutchinson, Kan., former Congo 
missionary, took up duties April 1 
as associate director of ministerial 
services for The United Christian 
Missionary Society here. 


His major responsibility is the 
operation and extension of the Dis- 
ciples’ guidance and _ recruitment 
program to meet the heavy demand 
for a plan which will help local 
churches recruit more and better 
personnel for the churches’ minis- 
tries. 


Mr. Cuppy has served as a mis- 
sionary to the Belgian Congo, in- 
cluding a close involvement in the 
education of the Congolese. He has 
taught at the “preachers’ school” at 
Bolenge. 

In 1947 Mr. Cuppy received the 
A.B. degree at Phillips University, 
Enid, Oklahoma. On furlough in 
1954 after a term of service in 
Congo he finished the B.D. degree 
requirement at The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky. 

The addition of Mr. Cuppy brings 
the United Society’s ministerial serv- 
ices’ staff to three. He joins Mrs. 
Betsy S. Collins and Jay R. Calhoun. 
Mrs. Collins is the departmental as- 
sociate in the church vocations sec- 
tion. Mr. Calhoun is director of 
ministerial services. 


Miss. Wives Retreat 


The annual Spring retreat of the 
Ministers’ wives of the Christian 
Churches of Mississippi was held 


March 17-18 at Roosevelt State 
Park, Morton, Miss. 
Miss Dorothy Day, psychologist 


and mental health counselor led 
three discussion periods dealing with 
mental health as it relates to the 
individual, the family, and the com- 
munity. 

Executive Secretary M. M. Grove 
of the Christian Churches of Mis- 
sissippi was guest speaker for the 
opening session. Mr. and Mrs. Grove 
were honored with a surprise gift 
of a silver service from the minis- 
ters’ wives and the ministers of the 
state. They were soon to celebrate 
their silver wedding anniversary. 

Officers elected to serve for the 
coming year were Mrs. Stanley 
Hovatter of Tupelo, president, and 
Mrs. Morris White of Jackson, sec- 
retary.—MIss NAUVICE KIRKPATRICK 
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Nine Women Elected 
CWF Secretaries 


INDIANAPOLIS—Nine women have 
been elected to key positions with 
the State and Provincial Presidents’ 
and Secretaries’ Association (SPPSA) 
of the Christian Women’s Fellow- 
ship, according to Mrs. James R. 
Beach of Georgia, president. 

Mrs. Beach, who was elected in 
1958 for a two-year term, will serve 
with Mrs. Ethel W. Darling of Colo- 
rado, vice-president; Mrs. Alfred B. 
Curry of Syracuse, N. Y., secretary, 
and Miss Helen Gilbert of Iowa, 
treasurer (also on a two-year term). 

Others elected include SPPSA rep- 
resentatives to the following groups: 
Unified Promotion, Mrs. Ward I. 
Nicholas of Indiana; Commission on 
Christian Literature, Mrs. L. A. 
Crown of Illinois; to 1959 Interna- 
tional Christian Youth Fellowship 
commission, Mrs, Pauline Thames of 
Texas; Relations Committee, Mrs. 
Paul Dilworth of Alabama; 1960 In- 
ternational CYF commission, Miss 
Essie Gandy of Oklahoma; and 1959 
and 1960 International CYF com- 
mission (alternate for both years), 
Mrs. I. C. Harriman of Arkansas. 

The group met recently in Indian- 
apolis in connection with the CWF 
staff meeting and training institute. 


ACC Honorary 


Raymond L. Alexander, minister 
of First Church, Washington, N. C., 
will be honored with the honorary 
doctor of divinity degree at Atlantic 
Christian College’s May 24 com- 
mencement. 

The announcement was made by 
Dr. Arthur D. Wenger, president of 
Atlantic Christian. Also slated to 
receive honorary doctorates are 
Chancellor William B. Aycock of the 
University of North Carolina and 
W. A. Lucas, a Wilson attorney. 

Chancellor Aycock and Mr. Lucas 
will receive honorary doctor of 
laws degrees. Mr. Alexander is a 
member of the board of trustees of 
The College of the Bible, Lexington, 
Ky. 


@ Installation ... 


Edwardsville, Illinois 


EDWARDSVILLE, ILL.—Eugene R. 
Lamport, pastor of the Girard, IIl., 
Christian Church since 1955, has 
been installed as minister of First 
Church here. 

Morris H. Pullin of Bloomington, 
general secretary for Illinois Disci- 
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ples of Christ, gave the installation 
sermon. 

The formal prayer of installa- 
tion was offered by Homer E. Wat- 
kins, minister of First Christian 
Church, Centralia, Ill., who was the 
minister of First Church, Sioux City, 
Iowa, when Mr. Lamport was in 
high school and college there. 

The Edwardsville Church, until 
recently, had been only nominally 
cooperative with other Christian 
Churches associated with the Inter- 
national Convention. 

A native of Sioux City, Ia., Mr. 
Lamport received undergraduate 
work at Morningside College, Sioux 
City, and received the B.D. degree 
from The Divinity School of Drake 
University, Des Moines. 


@® For J. D. Joyce 
Unity Scholarship 


Dr. J. Daniel Joyce, for nearly 
five years minister of Hanover Ave- 
nue Christian Church, Richmond, 
Va., has resigned, effective July 12, 
to accept a scholarship from the 
Council on Christian Unity of the 
Disciples of Christ for a term of 
study at the Ecumenical Institute 
of Geneva and for a study tour of 
church projects under the World 
Council of Churches, 

Dr. Joyce came to this work in 
June, 1954, from Yale University, 
where he had completed most of his 
work for the Ph.D. degree which he 
received in 1958. He holds other 
graduate degrees in biblical studies 
from Yale and from Christian Theo- 
logical Seminary in Indianapolis. 

Under his leadership the church 
has grown from a single to a mul- 
tiple ministry and has completed a 
$185,000 remodeled, air-conditioned 
sanctuary. 

The Joyces will move to Geneva 
in September where they will spend 
a year in study and travel through 
Europe, the Middle East, and the 
Holy Land. 


COLLEGE DAY 


Kansas City, Mo.—Disciple min- 
isters in this metropolitan area 
sponsored the _ Disciples’ second 
annual “College Day.” 

Thomas E. Pletcher was speaker 
for the occasion; Will Sessions was 
chairman of the committee; and 
Romans Smith was in charge of 
arrangements. 

One hundred and fifty young 
people met April 5 at Independence 
Boulevard Christian Church here 
to visit with representatives from 
seven institutions—WILL SESSIONS. 
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Obituaries 


Edna Watts Childress 


Edna Watts Childress, daughter of 
the minister and a member of Antioch 
Christian Church, Vienna, Va., died 
March 8 in Greensboro, N. C., as a 
result of injuries sustained in an auto 
accident the night before. 

Born March 28, 1938, Miss Childress 
was majoring in religion and minor- 
ing in music in Greensboro College 
N Cc.) and would have graduated this 
June. 

She planned on entering The College 
of the Bible in the fall with hopes of 
working in the fleld of religious edu- 
cation. 

Chester L. Barnett, secretary-direc- 
tor of the Capital Area Council of 
Christian Churches, and James Clay- 
ton Pippin, president of the Capital 
Area Council of Christian Churches 
and minister of the First Christian 
Church, Falls Church, Va., conducted 
the services.—JAMES CLAYTON PIPPIN. 


Campbell Holton 


Campbell Holton, a descendant of 
Alexander Campbell, who was active in 
the Christian churches all of his life, 
died Feb. 12. 

Mr. Holton’s mother, Ellen Mar- 
garet Campbell was born in 1839 in 
Newry, County Down, Ireland, a sec- 
ond cousin of Alexander Campbell. 
She came to Bethany, Va., with 
Thomas and Alexander Campbell. 

Mr. Thomas Tillmon Holton, Camp- 
bell Holton’s father, was born in Ohio. 
After teaching school for a while, he 
went to Bethany College to study for 
the ministry, where he and Ellen Mar- 
garet Campbell were married by Alex- 
ander Campbell in 1862. 

Soon afterward the young couple 
moved to Kentucky and T. T. Holton 
preached in several communities in 
Indiana and Illinois until his death. 

Born in Vincennes, Ind., in 1866, 
Campbell Holton became a_é charter 
member of Second Christian Church, 
Bloomington, Ill, and served as a 
member of the church board from the 
date of its founding in 1902. 

Surviving are Mrs. Holton and two 
children. 


Lawrence A. Eisenhuth 


Lawrence Alvin Eisenhuth, 72, Chris- 
tian Church minister and evangelist, 
died Jan. 28. 

Born June 8, 1886, in Philadelphia, 
he studied for the ministry at Temple 
University and did evangelistic work 
a Christian Churches from 1924- 


He received a doctor’s degree from 
Leipzig Conservatory of Music in Leip- 
zig, Germany, and was the composer of 
music which accompanied the silent 
religious film “King of Kings.” 

He retired from the ministry in 
February, 1954, and moved to Level- 
land, Tex., where he resided at the 
home of a daughter. 

Surviving are his wife, a son, one 
daughter, his mother and a brother. 


William P. Clark 


William P. Clark who served many 
pastorates in Iowa, died Jan. 18 at 
Lohrville, Iowa. 

He suffered a heart attack after the 
service of installation for the new 
minister at Lohrville. For 15 years 
Mr. Clark was pastor of the Lohrville 
church and had worked and dreamed 
of the day when that congregation 
would be strong enough to call a 
resident pastor. Last October he re- 
tired at the age of 77. 

Commented H. Laverne Kinsel, ex- 
ecutive associate of the Iowa Society 
of Christian Churches: “He was a 
congenial man and one who grew in 
his appreciation of his brotherhood and 
the church he served. It was a fitting 
- climax to his life and ministry that 
he could live to take part in the serv- 
ice at Lohrville and pronounce the 
benediction upon the installation of the 
minister, Marshall Myers.” 
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W. C. Cole 


W. C. Cole, for the past 12 years 
pastor of the Chesterfield Christian 
Church, Des Moines, died Nov. 23. 

Mr. Cole served many Iowa pastor- 
ates, including churches at Stanhope, 
Jewell, Capitol Hill and Grant Park in 
Des Moines, in addition to Chesterfield. 

He was for many years an envange- 
list. Under his leadership the Chester- 
field Church has grown numerically 
and a new addition to the building 
was completed while he was pastor. 

A son, Clifford, died in 1938. 


A, F. Larson 


A. F. Larson, minister and teacher, 
died Feb. 27, 1959, at the Callaway 
Memorial Hospital, Fulton. 

August Friedolph Larson was born 
on Jan. 6, 1882, at Lewistown, Ill. 
He received the B.A. degree at Eureka, 
(Ill.) College and the M.A. at the Uni- 
versity of ery 

On Sept. 6, 1910, he was married to 
the former Catherine A. Ramsey at 
Roanoke, Ill., who survives. 

For 2 years, Mr. Larson taught 
Bible. at William Woods College. For 
25 years he was teacher of the Men’s 
Bible Class at the First Christian 
Church. 

Prior to his retirement about three 
years ago, he served a number of 
rural churches, including Liberty, Aux- 
vasse, Hams Prairie and Richland 
Christian Churches. 

Also surviving are two daughters, 
one son, a brother and a sister. 


Mrs. June Rhodes 


Mrs. June Naomia Stinson Rhodes, 
26, wife of Lewis C. Rhodes, minister 
of the Crewe, Va., Christian Church, 
died March 13, in a Lynchburg Va., 
hospital. 

In addition to her husband, parents 
and brothers, she is survived by a year- 
old daughter, Diana Lynn Rhodes. 


Mrs. George W. Watson 


Mrs. George W. Watson, died March 
15 in Miami, Fla., where Mr. Watson 
was engaged in business and also 
preaching occasionally. 

Mrs. Watson had been the widow of 
Argyle Campbell, the grandson of Alex- 
ander Campbell. Raised in the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church she was bap- 
tized in the Hollywood, Fla, Christian 
Church by A. D. Hermann shortly after 
the dedication of the building there. 
She later contributed the chancel furni- 
ture for the church, in memory of 
Argyle Campbell. 


Mrs. Alice W. Shoemaker 


Mrs. Alice W. Shoemaker died March 
5, in the North Western Christian 
Home at Beaverton, Ore., following a 
heart attack. 

She was the widow of B. F. Shoe- 
maker, long-time minister, whose last 
pastorate was at Court Street Church, 
Salem, Ore. They had served churches 
in South Idaho, Oregon and Washing- 
ton. He died ten years ago. 

Mrs. Shoemaker was born in Con- 
cord, Minn., Jan. 9, 1877. She leaves 
three daughters, Margaret, wife of 
Delbert Daniels, Christian Churches’ 
pastor in Bellflower, Calif.; Gertrude, 
long time missionary in Mondombe, 
Belgian Congo; and Kathrine Price, 
Seattle church worker; six grandchil- 
dren; 12 great-grandchildren. 

A gentle, faithful, Christian woman, 
widely known and _.loved.— F. 
TURNER. 


Miss Imo Evans 


Miss Imo W. Evans died March 29 
in a St. Joseph nursing home. 

Born Jan. 11, 1879, at Edwardsville, 
Ill., she was for 12 years a representa- 
tive for the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication (1938-1949). In that capacity 
she visited churches all over the United 
States and Canada. She retired in 
1949 because of a heart ailment. 

Services were held at the Christian 
Church in Lathrop—E. L. FIsHER. 






COMPARE 


America’s Greatest 
HIGH-POTENCY 


VITAMIN- 
MINERAL 
FORMULA and 


SAVE MONEY NOW 


No Vitamin Product Anywhere ... AND 
WE MEAN ANYWHERE ... Even Comes 
Close to this Tremendous Value! 

Try FRESHLY-PACKED ee yy" Potency OPTIMS today, 
at a cost of only $2.75—not for the usual 30-day supply 
ping for a complete 100-DAY. ‘SUPPLY—One a day gives 
you the massive potencies shown below! 


OPTIMS NUTRITIVE _ ,,'"2- KE 
SUPPLIES FACTORS Capsule! -§ 
Each OPTIMS Capsule Contains: 


21 VITAMINS 12 MINERALS 
Vitamin A 15.000 Units tron 30 Me. 
Vitamia D 1,500 Units lodine 0.1 Me. 
Vitamin E = 5 Int'l Units 1 Me. 
Vitamin B-1 10 Mg. pe pa pod 
Vitamin 8-2 5 Me. 4 
Niacinamide 40 Mg. Magnesium 5 Me. 
Vitamia C 100 Me. Copper 1 Me. 
Vitamin 8-6 0.5 Mg. Potassium 1 Me. 
Folie Acid 0.25 Me Manganese i Me. 
Vitamin K 0.1 Mg. Zine 0.5 Me. 
Vitamin B-12 5 Meg. 

heline 35 Me. Molybdenum 0.1 Me. 
Inesitel 20 Me. Cobalt 0.04 Mg. 
Rutin 10 Me. Nickel 0.04 Mg. 
Paba 10 Mg. 
Lemon Bioflavencid 
lex 10 Me 5 AMINO ACIDS 
— co di-Methionine =. 20 Mg. 
Hesperidin 200 Mes. Glutamic Acid 20 a 
Linoleic Acid Stig. !-Lysine 10 Me. 
intrinsic Factor Cone. Nuelele Acid 10 Mg. 
1/50 U.S.P. Unit Betaine 5 Ms. 


in A Natural Base Containing: 
Brewer's Yeast 10 Mg. Sey Bean Lecithin 10 Mg. 
Liver Desiccated 10 Mg. Rese Hips Extract 10 Me. 


COMPARE OPTIMS with any food supplement you have 
ever used and SEE HOW MUCH MONEY YOU SAVE! 


100 CAPSULES,$2.75 SOOCAPS,$11.75 
250 CAPSULES, 6.25 1000CAPS, 22.00 
Buy the larger sizes for greater savings. 

BUY IN CONFIDENCE! All orders supervised by Qualified 
a asf ARE SOLD ONLY AT THE AD- 
DRESSES B Order .D., or save all charges by 
sending -t ‘2 ye- order, We pay all postage. Money 

back t not satisfied. 


VITAMIN-QUOTA 


Prescription Specialists and one of the world’s largest 
distributors of vitamins. Estab. 1923. Serving over 
2,250,000 families, coast-to-coast. 


Dept. T-622, 880 Broadway, New York 3, New York or 
Dept. T-622, 1125 Crenshaw Bivd., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 
Sales in California add 4% to total of order 


Lesson for Drifters 


H. S. Saxby, former pastor 
of First Church, Willows, Calif., 
was honored by local citizens 
on his 90th birthday. 

A recognition service was 
held in the church which he 
had served as minister for 28 
years. 

Said Hugh D. Brunk, .re- 
porter, “The affection be- 
stowed upon Brother Saxby 
after 30 years’ residence in 
Willows would be a revelation 
to young ministers who flit 
from church to church, in 
search of a ‘larger opportu- 
nity.’ ” 
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A New Service... 


For New Churches 


The services of an “on the 
job” Staff Construction Su- 
perintendent is another ex- 
ample of the progressive 
program of assistance Church 
Extension offers to new con- 
gregations. 


Your participation in Church 
Extension’s Savings Program 
provides the working capital 
through which this and other 
services to our Brotherhood 
are made possible. 











J. W. Pifer, Construction Superintendent 


YOUR INVESTMENT TODAY BUILDS A NEW CHURCH TOMORROW 


EARN 314% On Passbook Accounts 
4% On Investment Certificates 





Please send me further information on Church Extension’s Savings Pr 
gs Frogram 


Name Address 








BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
110 S. Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 
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Teacher, 1872-1959 


Loyal Leader 


Miss Jennie Reed, beloved teacher 
of the Loyal Leaders’ Class, a group 
of senior citizens of First Christian 
Church, El Cajon, California, has a 
teaching career that spans more 
than seven decades. 





Ilustrated by Winifred Jewell 


In the year 1872, at the age of 
15, at Hillsdale, Mich., she began 
teaching a class of boys who were 
but little younger than herself. 
After a year she moved to Ohio 
where she continued teaching junior 
age youngsters. 

The year 1905 found Miss Reed at- 
tending Hiram College and_ still 
teaching Sunday school. After col- 
lege she secured a teaching position 
in the public schools at North Fair- 
field, Ohio, and also taught a Bible 
class in her church. 

From here Miss Reed moved to 
Norwalk, Ohio, in 1915 and taught 
a class of girls until the young mar- 
ried couples’ class needed a teacher 
of experience and Jennie Reed an- 
swered the call, serving in this class 
and also teaching a woman's Bible 
class until 1934 when she “retired” 
to Neopolis, Ohio, to live. A Bible 
class here needed a teacher and Miss 
Reed took the position “temporarily,” 
for 18 years. 

In 1953 she again “retired,” com- 
ing to El Cajon, Calif., but soon 
became teacher in the Loyal Lead- 
ers’ Class. Miss Reed says of this 
class, “It is a most delightful and 
cooperative class! I hope to stay 
with them as long as I can get to 
the church.” 

This slight little lady, scarcely 
four feet eight inches in height, is 
indeed a “Loyal Leader’ who doesn’t 
know the meaning of the word “re- 
tired” in connection with Christian 
service. 


MAY 3, 1959 


First in Total Giving 


Texas Disciples Strong 


Fort WorTH, TEx.—Texas Disci- 
ples gave $10,170,804 for all causes 
during 1957-58, the Year Book of 
Christian Churches reveals. 

Texas churches ranked first in to- 
tal giving, offerings for outreach 
causes and contributions for benevo- 
lence. 

The $652,604 churches in the state 
gave through Unified Promotion was 
almost 10 per cent of the $6,624,938 
contributed for the affiliated out- 
reach enterprises. 

Of $1,058,756 received by the Na- 
tional Benevolent Association of the 
Christian Churches, $177,111 was 
given by Texans. 

Eighteen Texas churches were 
among the 100 that made the larg- 
est total contributions for various 
missionary, educational, benevolent 
and relief causes. 


KAN. CAMPAIGN 








HUMBOLDT, KAN.—Leaders of First 


Christian Church, Humboldt, Kan., 
are shown in a briefing and check- 
up session upon the eve of the be- 
ginning of an evangelistic crusade 
conducted by Forrest C. Wyman, 
field evangelist for Phillips Univer- 
sity. The goal was surpassed by 
four additions. 

Pictured standing are: Ludolf 
West; Hugh Pollman, church school 


superintendent; Mrs. Ted Perkins; 
Dwight Lewis, minister; and Mrs. 
Lewis. Seated are: Nat Armel; Mrs. 


Ernest Karms; Lin Lewis, song evan- 
gelist; and A. A, Myers. 


Christmount Director 


BuLacK MOouNTAIN, N. C.—Charles 
W. Strong, for ten years pastor of 
Pilgrim Church, Chardon, Ohio, has 
resigned to become the first execu- 
tive director of Christmount Chris- 


Brotherhood News 


tian Assembly here. 

He will begin his new duties in 
June. 

Christmount, an agency reporting 
to the International Convention, 
comprises 609 acres in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, 15 miles east of 
Asheville. 

The Assembly grounds are being 
developed to provide a place and 
facilities for meetings of state, re- 
gional and national Christian groups. 


New Society Officer 


Mrs. James W. Rainwater of Fay- 
etteville, Ark., has been elected to 
the board of managers of The United 
Christian Missionary Society. 

She succeeds Mrs. E. L. Weinrich 
of North Little Rock, who recently 
moved from the state. 

Mrs. Rainwater is the wife of the 
pastor of First Christian Church, 
Fayetteville. 

The board of managers comprises 
60 men and 60 women representing 
churches by geographic areas. They 
meet annually, review the work, 
give advisory counsel on policies, 
plan creatively for the program of 
the United Society and elect from 
their number 20 of the 22-member 
board of trustees. 


Ephraim Lowe Honored 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Dr. Ephraim 
Lowe, for 18 years executive secre- 
tary of the Indiana Christian Mis- 
sionary Association, was honored at 
a dinner here March 13. He retired 
March 1. Nearly 300 people from 
churches throughout the state at- 
tended the dinner at Olive Branch 
Christian Church. 

Dr. Lowe had served as pastor of 
the Olive Branch Church. It is still 
his church home. 

With Dr. Lowe at the dinner were 
his wife and their three sons. Two 
of the sons, Doug and Paul, are of 
Indianapolis. The third son, Fran- 
cis, and his wife came from their 
home near New Orleans, La., and 
surprised their father at the dinner. 

Dr. William Pearcy, president of 
the Board of Church Extension, ad- 
dressed the group. 

Dr. and Mrs. Lowe were presented 
testimonial letters and a “love gift” 
of money from Christian churches 
throughout Indiana. 

The church’s minister, George 
Florence, was the master of cere- 
monies. 





@ Verl Underwood spoke recently 
for the Second Annual brotherhood 
service in Mount Zion Baptist 
Church, Baton Rouge, La. Mr. Un- 
derwood is pastor of First Christian 
Church, Baton Rouge. 


' (569) 25 














Brotherhood News 












Site of Edinburgh Convention 





New YorK—The 1960 Assembly of tary of the World Convention, says 
the World Convention of Churches this hall “is the finest and most 
ns es er ge se in luxurious place in which the World 
ame sher Ha above) in in- Convention h er met.” 
burgh, Scotland. The building seats ~~ -" "OM “78S ever met. 


3,600 and it is reported that its A four-manual pipe organ is in 
acoustics are the best of any hall the hall and the choir loft will seat 
in Great Britain. 330. Convention choir director is 


Dr. Jesse M. Bader, general secre- Arthur. N. Wake of Lexington, Ky. 


Ground Breaking at me Miss. 





; gir’ "4 
JACKSON, Miss.—Construction has the church nisi with forty-four 
begun for an educational building at members. Ground was broken in 
Cooper Road Christian Church here. March. 
Organized in September of 1955, The first unit was built in 1956. 
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That building has served as tempo- 
rary sanctuary, nursery, fellowship 
hall, kitchen and church school 
classrooms. The new building will 
provide a church office, pastor’s 
study, and a nursery and four 
church school classrooms, 

Pictured are (left to right): Mor- 
ris E. White, minister; Mrs. Gene 
Griffin, president of the Christian 
Women’s Fellowship; Miss Saralice 
Jones, CYF president; Lewis Wilson, 
building committee chairman; and 
Q. C. Ball, board chairman. 

Most of the 156 members were on 
hand to share in the services of the 
day. Also sharing in the service 
were M. Maurice Grove, state secre- 
tary, and Roy Hulan, minister of 
First Church, Jackson. 


Books Received 


Meeting God Through the Letter to 
the Romans. By Jackson Burns. The 
Upper Room. 32 pages. Single copy, 
15¢; 8 for $1 (Paper). 

The Holy Spirit, State, Church and 
School. By William Edward Smith. 
— Publishing Company. 494 pages. 


 ratks for Children on Christian Ideals, 
By Julius Fischbach, Abingdon Press, 
126 pages. 2 

Sermon Substance. By Ralph C. 
Turnbull. Baker Book House. 224 
pages. $3.50. 

Maker of Heaven and Earth. By 
Langdon Gilkey. Doubleday and Com- 
pany, Inc., 311 pages. $4.50. 

Sins of the Day. Authors not given. 
Longmans, Green and Company, Inc. 
75 pages. $1.50. 

125 Significant Years: The Story of 
Central Christian Church in Indian- 
apolis. Myron C. Cole, Minister. 701 
Fort Wayne Avenue, Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana. 58 pages. No price given. 

J. Edgar Hoover: Modern Knight 
Errant. By Mildred Houghton Comfort. 
T. S. Denison and Company, 130 pages. 


$3. 

The Prayers of the Bible. Compiled 
by Philip Watters, Baker Book House. 
334 pages. 95. 

The Unanointed. By Laurene Chinn. 
py Publishers, Inc. 376 pages. 

The Ecumenical Movement and the 
Faithful Church. By John Howard 
Yoder. Herald Press. 44 pages. 50¢ 
(Paper). 

A Christian Interpretation of Mar- 
riage. By Henry A. Bowman. The 
Westminster Press. 127 pages. $2.50. 

Studies in the Epistle of James. By 
A. T. Robertson. roadman Press. 200 
pages. $2.75. 

How to Use the Power of Prayer. By 
Harold Sherman. C. & R. Anthony. 
144 pages. $3. 

Crusade at the Golden Gate. By Sher- 
wood Eliot Wirt. Harper and Brothers, 
176 pages, $2.75. 

The Christian Faith and Non-Chris- 
tian Religions. By A. C. Bouquet. 
Harper and Brothers. 430 pages. $7. 

Stewardship in the New Testament 
Church (Revised Edition). By Holmes 
Rolston. John Knox Press. 160 pages. 
$1.50 (Paper). 


Records 


Handel’s Messiah (Record). By Leon- 
ard Bernstein conducting the New York 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Columbia Rec- 
ords. 40 numbers. $7.98. 

Peter Marshall Speaks (Record). 
Peter Marshall. Caedmon Pastors. 
2 Sermons. 50. 

Prelude to Worship (Record). Tedd 
Smith, Pianist, with Orchestra. RCA 
Victor. 12 selections. 3.98. 

Les Barnett Plays the Pipe Organ 
(Record). Les Barnett. Sacred Rec- 
ords, Inc. 12 selections. $3.98. 

(All available through the Christian 
Board of Publication.) 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 





Tr tha Th aw ~~ 


oh 


on = huhu h 6CUL 


—_— - ee > — 7 we 


+s oo = -_/ 


—_s * -_ — Fe hm 





| ne 











Changes of Ministry ... 


CENTRALIA, MISSOURI 


William K. Herod is the new min- 
ister of the church at Centralia, Mo. 

Mr. Herod came to Centralia from 
Oklahoma City, where he was di- 
rector of religious education for 
First Christian Church. 

He was installed at Centralia by 
Lester Rickman, executive secretary 
of the Missouri Christian Missionary 
Association. 


SPRINGFIELD, MO. 


William N. Cook, Jr., director of 
Christian education at Independence 
Boulevard Church, Kansas City, Mo., 
since April of 1954 has joined the 
staff of the National Avenue Church, 
Springfield, Mo. 

A native of Danville, Va., Mr. Cook 
received his B.A. degree from Lynch- 
burg College, Lynchburg, Va. He 
has been serving as chairman of the 
Disciples Directors’ Fellowship of 
Kansas City. 


MILWAUKIE, OREGON 


Alger Fitch has resigned from the 
ministry of the Milwaukie (Ore.) 
Church of Christ. 

The resignation becomes effective 
July 1. Minister of this church since 
it was organized in 1941, he plans 
to study for a Ph.D. degree and ulti- 
mately enter the teaching field. He 
expects to begin his language stud- 
ies at Northwest Christian College 
and the University of Oregon this 
fall. Later he plans to complete his 
studies at Princeton University.— 
Ray S. HEwITtT 


GARDEN CITY, KANSAS 


First Church, Garden City, Kan., 
has announced that Arthur F. 
Fleming for eight years pastor of 
Central Avenue Church, Parsons, 
Kan., became its pastor April 1. 

During Mr. Fleming’s ministry with 
the Parsons congregation, an $85,000 
remodeling program was completed 
and an indebtedness of only $14,500 
remains. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Fleming have 
reportedly been called as the min- 
isters of the church. While in Par- 
sons, they have both been active in 
local, district and state church func- 
tions. She is presently the state 
chairman of children’s work for the 
Kansas Christian Missionary Society. 


MAY 3, 1959 


New Pastorates Reported 


CINCINNATI 


William Gerth Hansen has been 
installed as pastor of Oakley-Hyde 
Park Christian Church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

The installation sermon was de- 
livered by Edward S. Moreland, pas- 
tor of the Walnut Hills Christian 
Church, Cincinnati. 

Mr. Hansen had been serving as 
the interim pastor of the church 
since November of last year. 


RADFORD, VIRGINIA 


L, Coleman Games, former pastor 
of First Church, Winchester, Va., is 
now pastor at First Church, Radford, 
Va. He began at his new post April 
: a 


FONTANA, CALIF. 


Ben F. Hagelbarger formerly of 
Mansfield, Ohio, is now doing ad in- 
terim work at the Fontana, Calif., 
Christian Church. 


HOBBS, NEW MEXICO 


Leroy Roland, pastor of First 
Church, Hoopeston, Ill., became min- 
ister of First Christian Church in 
Hobbs, New Mexico, March 15. 


INDEPENDENCE, MO. 


L. W. Harper became the minis- 
ter at New Hope Church, Independ- 
ence, Mo., in December. 


GRIFTON, N. C. 


William M. Edge moved April 1, 
from Newton Grove, N. C., where 
he was minister for a pastoral unity, 
to become minister of First Chris- 
tian Church, Grifton, N. C. 


PLEASANTON, KANSAS 


R. C. Libhart has been installed 
as minister of First Church, Pleas- 
anton, Kan. He came to Pleasanton 
from First Church, Louisburg, Kan. 


OCALA, FLORIDA 


Doyle Mullen, formerly of Lafa- 
yette, Ind., became the minister of 
First Church, Ocala, Fla., in Febru- 
ary. Before he became pastor there, 
John R. Golden was serving as in- 
terim minister. 


FORT WORTH 


Arthur D. Murrell has been in- 
stalled as minister of Rivglea Chris- 
tian Church, Fort Worth, Tex. 

The installation sermon was given 


Brotherhood News 


by Dr. Charles F. Kemp, distin- 
guished professor of pastoral minis- 
tries at Texas Christian University’s 
Brite College of the Bible. 

Dr. Kemp was minister, ad in- 
terim, of the Rivglea Church for six 
months before Murrell became pas- 
tor in February.—RoBERT D. MATH- 
ENY 


CORPUS CHRISTI 


Hap Lyda, pastor of the Crestview 
Christian Church in Greenville, Tex., 
has become associate minister of 
First Church, Corpus Christi, Tex. 


BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


Robert C. Warren, Missouri 9th 
District minister, has resigned and 
become minister of the Boulevard 
Christian Church, Beaumont, Tex. 


ATHENS, TEXAS 


Charles W. Patrick, formerly pas- 
tor at the Kingman, Kan., Christian 
Church is now pastor of First 
Church, Athens, Tex. He was in- 
stalled at Athens, Feb. 10 by Chester 
Crow, general secretary of the Texas 
Board of Christian Churches. 

Harvey M. Redford, who had been 
serving the Athens Church as in- 
terim pastor, then began service as 
interim minister of the Daingerfield, 
Texas, church.—RoBERT D,. MATHENY 


DALLAS 


James H. Potts was installed as 
minister of education at the Lake- 
view Christian Church, Dallas, Tex., 
April 5. 

Mr. Potts is a native of Iowa. He 
received his B.A. degree from Cul- 
ver-Stockton College and his B.D. 
degree from The College of the Bi- 
ble, Lexington, Ky. 

Mrs. Potts, formerly Miss Nancy 
Harp of Pikeville, Ky., is also a 
graduate of The College of the Bible 
and an ordained minister. 

Dr. Kenneth M. Hay is_ senior 
minister at Lakeview. 


HICKSVILLE, OHIO 


Charles F. Russell of Wellsville, 
Ohio, became pastor of the Hicks- 
ville, Ohio, Christian Church in April. 

Mr. Russell has just concluded a 
three-year ministry with First 
Church, Wellsville. 

During World War II he was in 
combat service as an Army platoon 
sergeant in the Western Pacific. 





@ Spencer P. Austin, executive sec- 
retary for Unified Promotion, In- 
dianapolis, was guest speaker on a 
recent Sunday for First Church, Vir- 
den, Ill., where Herbert C. Albright 
is pastor. 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Fundamental Questions 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


Your editorial, “The Best Re- 
ligion” (CE-FR, March 15, 1959) 
came at an appropriate time for 
our congregation. One adult class 
has been studying the elective 
course, Faiths that Compete for Our 
Loyalty. 

For two Sundays they had as 
guest teacher a Moslem from India 
who is now a citizen of this country 
and still a confirmed Moslem. He 
was raised in a mission school run 
by Methodists and so is familiar 
with the Christian faith. It has 
raised some fundamental questions 
in the minds of some. Your com- 
ments will be helpful to them.— 
Davip REESE, Tulsa, Okla. 


Brighter Life 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


Since joining Alcoholics Anony- 
mous the trees and flowers are 
brighter, and show me their true 
color. 


On my road to recovery, the 
patience and kindness of my family 
was very important. Now my 
cross is lighter. 

Living alone in a cabin on the 
Mt. Vernon estate, in Virginia, is 
the most trying thing I have done 
since raising five children. 

As a son of the old South, this 
old soldier remembers the saying 
of our famous leader, “Misfortune 


THING FIL 


“GOD IS MY LANDLORD” 
The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minute color-sound. 
Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, “The Quaker Miller’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 








MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 


Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
38 Fulton St. West Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 
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nobly borne is good fortune.” 


I was first baptized at the Ver- 
mont Avenue Church in Washing- 
ton, by Dr. Powell or Rev. Wilfley. 
—L. C. H. 


Merger or Unity? 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


I am not very happy about the 
trend exhibited by the 1958 assem- 
bly of the International Convention. 
It appears to me that the leaders 
of the convention, in their zeal to 
promote a merger between the 
Christian Churches and the United 
Church of Christ, denied some of 
the fundamental principles of the 
Restoration Movement. 


These were: (1) the New Testa- 
ment is a norm for the church and 
as such can serve as a valid basis 
for Christian unity; (2) the pref- 
erence of congregational autonomy 
to an ecclesiastical structure; (3) 
the sufficiency of faith in Christ 
rather than a written creed. 

What this amounts to is that 
both our founding fathers and our 
churches have been wrong for 150 
years on all points but one, viz., a 
plea for “unity,” which, in the 
minds of the convention leaders, 
means a merger of denominations. 

If the proposed merger with the 
United Church of Christ is con- 
summated it will mean a definite 
division among Christian Churches. 
In Michigan, at least half of the 
approximately 110 congregations 
will not go into the merger. Pos- 
sibly a like number the country 
over will abstain. From this it 
should be seen that the proposed 
merger would not actually accom- 
plish unity. 

Since the cost of the proposed 
merger will be so high, should it 
be precipitately entered? Are there 
not both preachers and members in 
the “cooperative” churches which 
still adhere to the historic principles 
denied at the convention? Are there 
not those on both sides that recog- 
nize that division is a sin and that 
what is happening is actually the 
creation of division in  Christ’s 
church? 

Are there not those who prize the 
fellowship with their sister churches 
at least as highly as they cherish 
friendship with denominational 
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Letters... 


neighbors? Are there not leaders 
among both the “cooperatives” and 
“independents” who are big enough 
to discuss together the possibilities 
of solving the internal divisions of 
the brothehrhood? 

Before any action is taken, ought 
not the issues to be thoroughly ex- 
plained to all the members of the 
churches so that they may be aware 
of what is proposed and then act 
intelligently and _ conscientiously? 
Ought not there to be meetings and 
articles in state and national jour- 
nals which candidly discuss all that 
is involved? 

Ought not the avenues of com- 
munication be kept open between 
the two camps with the possibility 
that a solution may be reached 
other than outright division? Above 
all, should it not be the constant 
prayer of everyone concerned that 
the unity of Christ’s church, which 
is definitely threatened by the pro- 
posed merger, be preserved? 

Some would say that it is too late 
to preserve the unity of the brother- 
hood, that the division has already 
taken place. Is not this a fatalistic, 
un-Christian view?—ParkK H, NET- 
TING, Owosso, Mich. 


EDITOoR’Ss COMMENT: Brother Net- 
ting would get no argument from 
the Congregationalists on his three 
“fundamental principles of the Res- 
toration Movement.” He would get 
a big one from the “convention 
leaders” (if he means the speakers) 
on his point that unity, in their 
minds, means “a merger of denomi- 
nations.” 


The answers to the questions 
raised seem clear. What, then, is 
the issue? It seems to be the writ- 
er’s assumption that an agreement 
by our “cooperatives” and “inde- 
pendents” would achieve “the unity 
of Christ’s church.” This is the 
crux of the matter. 


We all love the insights of the 
Campbell-Stone tradition of the past 
150 years. We are not all agreed 
that God made no revelation, before 
or since that date, to others outside 
our “Movement.” 

It seems to us that this is a fruit- 
ful field for investigation. We are 
glad to have the question put so 


obviously by one who is deeply con- 
cerned. 
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TOWARD A 
BETTER CHURCH 


OU are to be congratulated on 

the confidence your fellow-work- 
ers have in you. It is an honor 
to be selected to any church office, 
and I hope you are happy with 
yours. 

Since this job is rather new to 
you, you might appreciate a few 
words of interpretation and guid- 
ance—for certainly you are anxious 
to do the very best work possible 
while you hold the office. 


First, remember that this job is 
just as important and requires as 
much dedication as any other job 
in the church. You have certain 
qualifications that no other person 
has for making a specific contribu- 
tion. 

May I suggest that you learn all 
there is to know about your new 
job. Get a notebook. Write down 
the information as you find it. Talk 
with your predecessors. Discover 
their ideas of the basic purpose of 
the job. Talk with various persons 
who see the job from different 
viewpoints. Ask them what they 
think could be accomplished 
through it—and what suggestions 
they would make to you. 

Begin a treasure hunt for reports 
minutes, scrapbooks, pictures and 
other items that would be of value 
to you as a historical record. Also 
these make a real contribution to 
your church. 


Read. In all probability there 
are a number of resources that will 
help to interpret your job. Build 
a library shelf of books, manuals, 
and pamphlets that will help you 
and those who follow you. Back 
issues of church magazines will 
probably carry articles that discuss 
your work. If possible, clip the 
articles and begin a _ scrapbook. 
Watch current issues for new sug- 
gestions and guidance. 

It might be well to think of 
yourself not so much as a leader or 
teacher as a fellow-searcher work- 
ing with those who are said to be 
“under you.” Do not think of them 
as under you but as partners in a 
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Samuel F. Pugh 


Open Letter to a New Leader 


common quest with you. As all 
of you work together you will 
mature in many ways. 

May I suggest that you and your 
group work out your objectives and 
plans together. Give perfect free- 
dom of expression and encourage 
each person to disagree with any 
idea presented—remembering that 
the disagreement is with the idea 
not with the person who gave it. 

May I suggest too that you stand 
by the decision of the group in 
board meetings and if a change is 


THANK YOU 


CHURCHES, BIBLE SCHOOLS AND 
OTHER GROUPS WITHIN THE 
CHURCH AND KIND FRIENDS 
FOR MEDICINES — LETTERS 
CASH — FOOD — CLOTHING 
DAILY ESSENTIALS—VISITS 
TO NBA HOMES 


needed let it be referred back to 
the group. 

Give credit where credit is due 
but when an error has been made 
accept a major share of blame 
yourself. Let appreciation not be 
forgotten. Give guidance wherever 
you see that it is needed. 

You are a new leader they say. 
But haven’t we heard that a good 
leader is servant of all? Since 
this is so, and you are that kind of 
a person, I doubt that you needed 
this letter after all. 


Samuel F. Pugh is national di- 
rector of church development of 
The United Christian Missionary 


turers of Mnurch Worship Aids 
exclusively for over a quarter of a 
eeeWrite for catalog and listing 
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AVERAGE $1 ‘PER MEMBER PER YEAR 


FOR BENEVOLENCE from YOUR CHURCH! 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Disciples of Christ) 
16th Floor, Landreth Building « St. Louis 2, Mo 
The National Benevolent Association was chartered in March, 1887. It 


is the administrative body for seven Homes for Children and eleven Homes 
for Aged People. It holds title to properties as trustee for the Homes, 
looks after legal matters, receives annuities and bequests for the work 
and does major promotion 
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—ENGLISH! PROFESSOR 
(Continued from page 15.) 


considering picking him up bod- 
ily and carrying him outside 
when the staccato explosion of a 
motorcycle made her look up. 
Traffic Officer Shane was dis- 
mounting from his steed. She 
beckoned to him through the 
open door. 

“What’s the trouble, Miss 
Amanda?” he asked eyeing Phil- 
lip and Cecil. 

“This man insists upon bring- 
ing his goat in here. He wants 
me to feed it.” 

“Sure now, you can’t do that,” 
said Shane. “Be reasonable and 
take him outside where he be- 
longs.” 

Phillip was quite calm. ‘Cer- 
tainly, if you say so, but they 
make a specialty of feeding kids 
in this place. It says so right 
here on the card.” He handed 
the menu to Shane and pointed 
to the last line. 

Office Shane looked at the card, 
at Amanda, at Phillip, at Cecil 
and, taking off his cap, scratched 
his head. ‘“But—but, for the 
love of Mike! What... .” 

“Cecil is a very nice kid and 
he is hungry.” Phillip remarked 
to no one in particular. 

Cecil flipped his tail and 
reached for the corner of 
Amanda’s apron as if to empha- 
size the point. Amanda smiled 
and recovered the apron corner. 

“Never mind,” she said to 
Shane and, taking his arm, 
walked toward the door with 
him. “Stick around a little 
while” she whispered ‘T’ll teach 
Phillip—err-r-r—that man a les- 
son.” 

Shane _ grinned. 
him, then?” 

“I do, or at least I thought I 
did. He’s a pedant.” 

“Holy Smoke! Ain’t that dan- 
gerous?” asked Shane, startled. 

Amanda laughed, “It’s insidi- 
ous but not violent,” she reas- 
sured him and went back to 
Phillip. 


“You know 
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“Sorry, Sir. 
uh. . . . You and Cecil will be 
served at once. Amanda’s 
Kitchen always lives up to its 
promises.” 

“Thanks” said Phillip, a little 
uncertainly. It was apparent he 
found this capitulation a little 
disconcerting. When Amanda 
returned with his baked ham and 
Cecil’s milk, he looked worried. 
She had put the milk in a bottle 
around the neck of which several 
thicknesses of cloth were tied to 
serve as a nipple. Apparently 
Cecil had met with this sort of 
contraption before. When the 
bottle was placed on an old cush- 
ion on the floor, he applied him- 
self to it eagerly. ‘He is cute,” 
thought Amanda and retired to 
the kitchen where she could ob- 
serve without being seen. 

All went well until the level 
of the milk in the bottle fell to 
the point where it would no 
longer run out freely. Without 
hesitation, Cecil resorted to the 
age-old remedy for such a situa- 
tion. He butted his glass foster- 
mother vigorously. The bottle 
slithered across the tiles with 
Phillip and Cecil in hot pursuit. 
Cecil won the heat but lost the 
prize. Back again at the table, 
Phillip put the bottle out of reach 
and dallied with his baked ham. 

“Baa-a-a!” said Cecil, disap- 
provingly and attached himself 
to a corner of the tablecloth. 

Phillip began showing signs of 
nerves. Three times he pried his 
pet loose and then gave up the 
struggle and called for his check. 

“Is there anything else I can 
get you?” asked Amanda, scrib- 
bling on her pad. “I hope every- 
thing has been satisfactory.”’ She 
laid the slip on the table. 

“Yes, oh, yes,” said Phillip. 
“It is so refreshing to run across 
people who do what they say 
they will. Indeed... .”’ His voice 
trailed off as he stared at the 
check. He read the figures aloud 
as if to convince himself of what 
he saw. “1 ham dinner—$1.60. 
1 bottle of milk for kid—$25.00, 
total—$26.60.” He looked at 
Amanda. She was tucking a 
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stray whisp of hair behind her 
ear and gazing abstractedly out 
through the open doorway. 


“I won’t pay it,” said Phillip. 


Amanda looked down. “Is 
there something wrong?” she 
asked sweetly. 

“Wrong! Of course there is.” 


Phillip raised his voice. ‘““Twenty- 
five dollars for a bottle of milk! 
You cannot do that; it is out- 
rageous!” 

Amanda smiled, quite unper- 
turbed. “Yes” she agreed. “It 
is; isnt it?” 

Officer Shane materialized in 
the doorway. 

Phillip held out the slip of pa- 
per. “Look here, officer, I am be- 
ing swindled. This charge is out 
of all reason.” 

Officer Shane gave a grim 
hitch to his belt. ‘“Haven’t you 
made enough trouble for Miss 
Amanda? Why don’t you just 
pay your bill and get out?” 

“But look at it! Look at it!” 
insisted Phillip, turning red and 
shoving the slip into Shane’s 
hand. 

She handed him the menu card 
and pointed to the last line. “Spe- 
cial prices for the kids,” she said 
emphasizing the word “special.” 
“Twenty-five dollars is the spe- 
cial price for this kind of kid.” 

Phillip turned red. A man at 
a nearby table said, “Ha!” explo- 
sively and choked in his napkin. 

Shane’s grin grew wider as he 
laid the slip back on the table. 
“It looks to me as if you were 
stuck with it,” he said. 

Phillip laid his checkbook on 
the table, uncapped his pen and 
wrote. When it was done he 
handed the check to Amanda. 

“T’m late for my next call box,” 
said Shane and turned toward 
the door. 

Amanda waved the check in 
the air as she watched him 
mount his cycle and roar away. 
She caught Phillip’s eye and 
slowly began tearing the check 
into strips. “Really, Phillip,” she 
said, “you should brush up on 
your English.” 
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FUN for Everyone with Bible Games 


BIBLE TIT-TAT-TOE 


This brand-new game, based on the age-old pastime, has now been adapted for use 
as a stimulating Bible quiz game for all ages over 8 or 9 years, in family, party, or 
other group use. 


Each game contains a Tit-Tat-Toe board, with movable category curtain; a question 
rack with spaces for ten categories; nine playing squares; and 1,000 questions taken 
from the Bible. 500 of these questions are rated as “‘easy’’ and are printed in green; 
on the reverse side of the sat are the other 500 questions, printed in black, and 
rated as “difficult.” 


The ten question categories are: New Testament WHO, Old Testament WHO, New 
Testament WHERE, Old Testament WHERE, New Testament HOW, Old Testament 
HOW, New Testament WHAT, Old Testament WHAT, WHY (both Old and 
New Testaments), and MISCELLANEOUS (both Old and New Testaments). 
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BIBLE FLASH CARDS 


Here’s another way to make Bible study challenging! Bible Flash Cards come in five 
sets, from primaries through adults, with 50 cards to a set. Each card is printed 
clearly on durable card stock, 3” x 5”, with a question and its answer. 


Instructions are enclosed for playing Bible Flash Card Game, Bible Turn-Down, 
Bible Tit-Tat-Toe, Bible Baseball, Forfeit Games, and other uses for church school 
classes, socials, youth groups, and pre-class periods. 


99A944, Primary A; 99A935, Junior A; 99A936, Junior B; 99A937, Adult A; 
99A938, AdultB . . . $.50aset 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 


OF PUBLICATION 
BOX 179, ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 
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Let’s Talk It Over 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 





on Why do you 
and those like you oppose those 
of us who strive to restore the 
New Testament church by sup- 
porting independent missions? 
We preach the gospel and believe 
in using the proper name for our 
churches—The Church of Christ. 
You use unscriptural names. 
Why don’t you turn from the 
error of your ways and follow 
Christ and his teachings? 


Answer: This column is 
not dedicated to controversy. 
It only strives to talk things 
over. Your question seems to 
be asked in all sincerity and I 
would like to use only goodwill 
in trying to answer. 

Suppose we start with the 
matter of names. Surely you 
know that many of our cooper- 
ative churches use the name 
“Church of Christ.” Some of 
these are large churches and 
have been most generous in 
missionary activity. On _ the 
other hand many _ independent 
churches do not use that name if 
they think using the name “First 
Christian Church’ more appro- 
priate. 

You want us to use Scriptural 
names and it seems to me I 
have seen the name “disciples” 
in the Scriptures. I will admit 
that the use of names for our 
churches is a bit confusing. 

I am told that in one state the 
independent churches associate 
themselves with either one of 
three independent personalities 
in that state. One who has 
labored among the independents 
in that state told me that you 
had to identify yourself as a 


“Jones Independent,” a “Smith 
Independent” or a “Brown In- 
dependent” (The names _ are 
imaginary). 

Certainly I do not want to 
stand in the way of anyone 
striving to restore the right kind 
of a New Testament church. I 
think I have said before that 
there are some churches de- 
scribed in the New Testament 
that I would not want us to imi- 
tate. I would not want to oppose 
those who support independent 
missions for there has been good 
work done by sincere and honest 
independent missionaries. 


You ask that I turn from the 
error of my ways and follow 
Christ. I will confess to many 
errors along life’s way, but since 
I made the confession of faith as 
a boy I have tried to follow the 
one I confessed. 


May I relate certain accounts 
that have come to me concerning 
methods of some _ independent 
preachers and a few lay leaders 
to take over churches that have 
always been cooperative and, if 
possible, take the property. 


Case No. 1. The minister, when 
called, declared that he was 
fully cooperative but in less than 
a year he had gathered a few 
friends about his own concepts 
and, out of them, organized a 
new board. Then he announced 
to the old board that the new 
board was taking over. 


Case No. 2. In another church 
a minister and a few lay people 
raised so much _ disturbance 
against supporting organized 
missions that it was decided to 
vote on the matter on a certain 
Sunday following the morning 
service. 


by F. E. Davison 


That morning two bus loads of 

people from nearby independent 
churches arrived and all of them 
put their membership in that 
church. When the vote was 
taken the independents, of 
course, had a majority. The 
next Sunday, or soon thereafter, 
these visitors placed their mem- 
bership back in the churches 
from whence they came. 
Case No. 3. When a group of 
consecrated people could _ no 
longer endure the scathing at- 
tacks of their pastor on the 
United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, state missions and all other 
cooperative boards, they organ- 
ized a new church. A few Sun- 
days later the pastor of the 
independent church, I am told, 
had pallbearers carry in a casket 
at a Sunday evening service and, 
one by one, the names of those 
who left the church were dropped 
into the casket. 

Many more cases could have 
been given. Is that following 
Christ and his teachings? 





And thence the MILLENNIUM... 


“While digging foundation 
post holes for our new 
building, we _ struck oil! 
Ushers will now pass out 
dividends.” 




















